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By Anastasia Panagakos and Amanda Paskey

Project Goal: Our goal for this project was to look for methods that would increase student success and participation in Cultural Anthropology (Anthropology 310). Anthropology 310 is a GE class, as well as one that is required for numerous other programs’ A.A. degree and certificates, therefore we have high enrollment with multiple sections taught each semester. By revising the current teaching methodologies to help students understand the core concepts better, we will be able to increase student success in this fundamental course. Furthermore, by examining the current methods used in the course and trying new methods, we can better assess not only the course level but also program level student learning outcomes. 
 
Methods: We used both anecdotal information from previous semesters, as well as focused feedback from current students in assessing the effectiveness of different teaching methodologies and exercises throughout Spring 2008 in the four Anthropology 310 courses taught by us. Anthropology 310 courses not taught by us were not included in this study.  We used various classroom assessment techniques, such as small group discussions and 1 minute papers to gauge the effectiveness of lecture and hands-on activities. We also implemented various hands-on activities in our courses, where we normally would have lectured, to try and increase student learning. We also had two of the four Anthropology 310 courses participate in the College Wide survey administered by Jeanne Edman, which we hope will give us more data in Fall 2008 to evaluate our course even further.

Results: The results of this project were not unexpected. We had anticipated that the traditional lecture format used predominately when teaching this course was not as effective as the various hands-on activities that were added to the course. Students not only initially commented that they learned the concepts better, but also performed better on exams when asked specific questions concerning those topics and concepts. For example, Paskey used a chart that students would fill in during lecture and student presentations about various food getting methods. On the exam, students were asked to compare and contrast two different cultural groups who use different food getting methods on the basis of several different items (such as degree of social stratification, etc). The chart, as noted by the students before the test, helped them organize their thoughts and be able to quickly compare the groups on several different factors. On the test, they performed quite well on this particular question, because they had been prepared and had an effective study aide at their disposal. Another example of improved student work was seen by Panagakos’ students. She used an exercise to help students learn about different interview techniques by interviewing students in the class using various interviewing methods. They were able to directly apply this lesson to a writing assignment, in which they needed to interview someone from a different culture. The quality of the written responses received were much higher than in past semesters, when the in class activity was not used. We also found that as we added new activities, we were actually better able to connect our Course and Program SLOs to our methods of evaluation. This will aide us in being able to critically evaluate our program and our effectiveness of teaching methods in conveying the important concepts we want students to walk away from the class with.
Planned Implementation: The main way we are using this data is in the form of a workbook we created for the Anthropology 310 course. The workbook will contain all the hands-on exercises we used this semester, as well as a few others that we believe will help students learn other difficult concepts in Anth 310. This workbook contains thirteen different exercises, ranging from applying the scientific method in cultural anthropology to identifying gendered images and words in pop culture and discussing ethical situations in cultural anthropology. In addition, there will be an appendix with further reading, including a statement on ethics published by the AAA (American Anthropological Association). This workbook will be a required text students will purchase from the bookstore, beginning Fall 2008. We have also decided to revise our other textbooks used in the class, to a smaller, essentials style text and an ethnographic reading. These decisions will drastically reduce the cost of textbooks for students enrolled in our Anthropology 310 courses without compromising the quality of course materials. We will discuss the implementation of the student workbook throughout Fall 2008, and revise the workbook if necessary based on student feedback and performance. We will also introduce the workbook to the rest of the Anthropology department faculty and encourage adoption by the other instructors who teach Anth 310, with the hope that all Anth 310 students will be using the student workbook by Fall 2009. 
Based on the limited results from this semester, we anticipate the overall success of the workbook to be high. In fact, based on the addition of just a few hands-on activities in the Anth 310 course, and the increased success of the students, we are thinking about looking at other courses within the Anthropology department to see if the creation of a workbook might facilitate increased student success in those courses as well. Panagakos is already planning on creating a student workbook for Anthropology 330 (Magic, Witchcraft and Religion), and Paskey is entertaining the idea of creating a student workbook for Anthropology 320 (Archaeology and World Prehistory).
Broader implications:  As a broad discipline with applications in many fields, cultural anthropology has the potential to impact the lives of many community college students.  However, too often the subject is taught in ways that does not demonstrate to students how anthropology is both relevant and applicable to their lives and future careers.  By creating this workbook we hope to open a dialogue with other anthropologists and social scientists on ways of making our disciplines more functional in nature, particularly at the community college level. To this end we are in the process of writing a short article for Anthropology News, the national newsletter for the American Anthropological Association, to explain our teaching strategy and promote our methods.  We are also planning to conduct a workshop for the CASSL’s August 2008 colloquium as a forum for discussing the workbook as a teaching strategy and generating discussion among other interested faculty.  

