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Title of Proposal: Working Toward Academic Honesty in the ESL Program

Project Goal:

The goal of this project was to begin building academic integrity in our students in the ESL program at CRC.  This issue is especially important because there is a lack of academic integrity among our students, and because these students take courses outside the ESL department, this affects all departments at our college.  I hope that the results of this project will help instructors tackle this difficult issue and will eventually enhance student success.

I quickly realized that the scope of this problem is much too wide for the amount of time I had this semester.  I therefore applied and received Type B leave for fall semester to continue working on this project.

Methods:

I surveyed ESL faculty to gather information about their experiences with cheating and plagiarism in their classes and their suggestions for policies and teaching ideas.  I received surveys from 9 faculty members.

I also surveyed students and gave students a reading and response exercise about academic integrity.  I decided to limit this to the student at our highest level for two reasons: 1) I didn’t have enough time to create surveys adapted for every level of our program or to administer the surveys and analyze the results for so many classes and 2) I wanted the students at the 320 level to have some exposure to the concept of academic integrity and the CRC Honor Code before leaving the ESL program.  Because I developed a reading exercise, I asked the 2 instructors for ESL Reading 320 to administer the surveys and reading/response exercise.  In all, about 70 students participated.  The reading/response exercise allowed me to test the level of the reading material and the effectiveness of giving students such an exercise, which will help me as I develop more materials for our other levels and skills.
Results Summary:


The results of the faculty survey include the following:  instructors find that cheating occurs sometimes or almost every test/quiz; during exams instructors see students talking, looking, using notes, helping other students, using cell phones and I-Pods to share/get answers, doing work for someone else, and making hand signals; most of the instructors have clear policies but not all enforce their policies consistently; everyone said that certain groups of students cheat more than others (levels 20-40 more, and Russian-speaking, Vietnamese, and Chinese more than other groups, with Russian-speaking the most); instructors believe that students do not understand what plagiarism is or how to avoid it; most instructors believe that students understand what cheating is; half of the instructors said that they think students are aware of the college policy and CRC Honor Code; and instructors offered a variety of suggestions, including addressing this issue at an ESL student orientation, having students sign honesty policies, handing out multiple versions of tests, testing in large rooms where students must sit apart, making presentations to our classes, not using simple answer tests, vigilantly watching students during tests, designing a department-wide policy that would be approved by the dean and VP, translate the CRC Honor Code into several languages, creating common finals and norming sessions for all skill areas.

Results of the student surveys include the following: most students said that cheating doesn’t happen often in their classes and that they understand their professors’ policies about cheating, about half of the students said they know about the CRC Honor Code, most students said that they don’t think cheating is OK, several students said they offer answers when they see a classmate having difficulty during an exam, almost all students said they don’t copy their classmates’ homework, most students said that they don’t offer their homework for others to copy, about a quarter said that their classmates sometimes ask to copy their homework, about half said that they let their classmates copy their homework, almost every student said that they know they can get an F if they cheat and that they understand why American colleges and universities have strict policies about cheating, and everyone said they think it is important to be an honest student and person.

Results of the student reading and response exercise showed that students appreciated reading about the CRC Honor Code and college policies.  They all said they agree with the policies and most of them mentioned ways that they will change their behavior to better follow the Honor Code, including telling others about it, not letting others copy their homework, working harder in their classes, using their own words more, and being more honest and responsible.
Planned Implementation:

I will share the college policy and CRC Honor Code with students in all my classes.  I plan to share the results of this project with my department members during Flex week before fall semester.  I will encourage other faculty members in our department to include a policy in their syllabi and share the college policy and CRC Honor Code with students.  I plan to discuss some of their suggestions based on the faculty surveys.  As part of my Type B leave for fall, I will develop materials to teach the ethic of academic integrity in all classes of the ESL program.

Broader Implications:


I think the students who participated this semester will be more aware of the Honor Code and more likely to value academic integrity.  I hope that all students who study in the ESL program will feel this way after more work on this issue is completed, and that will positively affect our college community at large.  
Appendix 1

Survey about Cheating and Plagiarism: Instructors

	1.  How would you describe the problem of cheating and plagiarism in the ESL program?


	
	
	
	
	

	2.  How often does cheating on tests and quizzes occur in your classes?  


	Every test/quiz
	Almost every test/quiz
	Sometimes
	Rarely
	Never

	3.  What kinds of cheating on tests/quizzes do you see in your classes?  Choose all that apply.


	Looking
	Talking
	Notes
	Writing on desks
	Helping another student

	4.  What other kinds of cheating do you see?  Write them here:


	
	
	
	
	

	5.  Do you have a policy about cheating in your syllabus for every class? (If you answer no, skip 6-8.)


	Yes
	No
	For some classes
	
	

	6.  Do you enforce the policy?  


	Always
	No
	Yes but not consistently
	
	

	7.  What is your policy?


	
	
	
	
	

	8.  Do you find your policy to be effective?  Why or why not?  


	
	
	
	
	

	9.  What kinds of policies or changes do you think would be more effective?  


	
	
	
	
	

	10.  Do you think certain groups of students cheat more than others?


	Yes 
	No
	
	
	

	11.  If you answered yes to #9, please circle the groups that are more likely to cheat.  Add another group here if one is missing:
	Older students
	Younger students
	Levels 20-40
	Levels 50-320
	

	
	Vietnamese
	Russian-speaking


	Chinese
	Afghanis
	Latinos

	12.  How often do you see plagiarism of any kind in your classes?  (copying homework word for word, copying from another source, not paraphrasing, etc.)


	Every assignment
	Almost every assignment
	Sometimes
	Rarely
	Never

	13.  Do you think students understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid it?


	Yes
	No
	
	
	

	14.  Do you think students understand what cheating is?


	Yes
	No
	
	
	

	15.  Do you think students are aware of the college policy and the CRC Honor Code?


	Yes
	No
	
	
	

	16.  What ideas or additional comments do you have?
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix 2
Survey about Student Attitudes towards Cheating

This survey is being done for research purposes.  It is anonymous, so no one will know your answers.  Answer these questions based on your opinions or experience.  Please answer honestly.  Circle T for True and F for False.

	1.  Cheating happens often in my classes.


	T
	F

	2.  I understand my professors’ policies about cheating.


	T
	F

	3.  I know about the CRC Honor Code.


	T
	F

	4.  I think that cheating is OK, and I sometimes cheat on tests/quizzes.


	T
	F

	5.  If I see that a classmate has difficulty with a test or quiz, I usually offer him or her help by showing or telling him/her the answers.


	T
	F

	6.  I often copy a classmate’s homework.


	T
	F

	7.  I often offer my homework to my classmates for them to copy.


	T
	F

	8.  My classmates sometimes ask me for my homework so that they can copy it.


	T
	F

	9.  When a classmate wants to copy my homework, I usually let him/her copy.


	T
	F

	10.  I think that cheating is more common in my native country than in the U.S.


	T
	F

	11.  I think that cheating is more common in the U.S. than in my native country.


	T
	F

	12.  When I was a student in my native country, my teachers encouraged me to be honest and to do my own work.


	T
	F

	13.  I know that I may receive an F in my classes if I cheat on an essay or test.


	T
	F

	14.  I don’t understand why American colleges and universities have strict policies about cheating.


	T
	F

	15.  I think that it is important to be an honest student.


	T
	F

	16.  I think that it is important to be an honest person in all parts of my life.
	T
	F


