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Guidelines for

Modern Language Association (MLA) Style

(From the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition)

This document outlines the MLA guidelines for citations, both in-text and in a reference list, for some of the most commonly used sources.  The following examples are interpretations; there are different ways a citation can be written.  If you have any questions concerning a citation, ask your instructor or see the following resources from the MLA for more information and examples:

Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed.  New York: The Modern Language Association of America. 

Modern Language Association.  2006.  1 Mar. 2006 <http://www.mla.org/style>.

Parenthetical References in the Text of a Paper

Parenthetical references are used to acknowledge your use of borrowed material.  You do this by placing, in parentheses, the author’s last name and the page number of the work from which you have borrowed or quoted material.  Parenthetical references for Web sources are cited just like printed works except they will often not have pages.  Because parenthetical references are so brief, they must always be accompanied by a list of Works Cited.  The Works Cited list appears at the end of your paper and contains the complete publishing information for all the items mentioned in your parenthetical references.

(See pages 237-260 in the MLA Handbook for more information on citing sources in the text.)

Placement and Punctuation Guidelines

1.  Keep the parenthetical references as brief as possible. Do this by inserting the author’s last name and a page number in parentheses after the statement you are documenting:


A large percentage of jobs in Detroit are connected to the automobile industry                                (Franks 25).

2.  If you include the author’s name in a sentence, you need only put the page number of the reference in the parentheses:


Franks noted that many Detroit workers were employed by the auto industry (25).

3.  If you are citing an entire work rather than a specific passage or section, omit any parenthetical reference and give the author’s last name in your sentence:


Throughout his book, Franks argues that cities must rely on a diversified industrial base.

4.  In general, place the parenthetical reference at the end of the sentence before the final period:


Alexander’s life and death offer an enigma to future generations of historians (Troyat 305).

5.  In some cases, it may be clearer to place the reference within the sentence.  In such cases, place the reference at the end of a clause, but before the comma that would normally occur:


The outbreak of World War I was inevitable according to Nelson (305), but other historians do not agree.

6. When your reference is used to document a quotation of four or more lines, always indent these lines (by two tabs) from the rest of the text, and place the reference at the end of the quoted passage but after the final period.

For Louis Levine, a visit to the coronary care unit was not easy:


The days dragged on. Although resolving to follow my doctor’s advice unquestioningly, I became increasingly impatient. I wanted to flee from the hospital room and return to my wife, children, home and legal practice. I was confined to my bed and room for the next ten days. The only privileges I had were to sit on the side of my bed with my feet dangling and to use the bathroom. (Levine 55-56)

7.  Always start a parenthetical reference with the first word used (author name or first word in title usually) in work cited entry. By using this word you make the link between your specific parenthetical reference and the specific item or resource in your Works Cited list because the reader will be able to locate the full entry for your work alphabetically.
Examples of Parenthetical References

The following examples of parenthetical reference cover various examples.  The author examples apply to periodical articles as well as books.

1.  A single work by one author

Use last name and page number: (Levine 56).

2.  A work by an author of two or more works you are using

Use last name, comma, short title and relevant page numbers:  (Grossman, Aesthetics 5).

3.  A work by an author with the same last name as another author in your list of Works Cited

Supply first name:  (Louis Levine 317).

4.  A work by more than one author
Two authors:  (Hill and Strober 41).

Three or more authors: (Hiller, et al. 47).

5.  A multivolume work
Indicate volume used:  (Switzer 2:  1205).

6.  Work with no author
Use first word in title of article that you used to alphabetize the work in Works Cited list.  If the article has only one page, you do not need a page number.  If the article is unpaged but is numbered by paragraphs, use paragraph numbers.
Article with more than one page:  (“Container” 79).

Article with only one page:  (“Economic”).

Article with no pages and paragraph numbers: (“Prisons” pars 23-24).

7.  Corporate author or government agency
You may include author and title (IBM ANNUAL, etc.).  It is often best to use information as part of a sentence since the citation may be long:  (IBM Annual Report 1983. 6).

8.  World Wide Web
Start your parenthetical reference with the first word you used for the entry in your Works Cited list.  If your document is paged, use the page number.  Do not use the page number of a printout because this pagination can vary depending upon font and printer.  If your work is numbered with paragraphs, use the paragraph numbers.  (Brown, pars 22-23).  A comma is needed if your citation starts with an author.  If your citation begins with a title, then omit the comma (“Peril” par. 24).  If you have no page and no paragraph numbers, then use the first word of the title of the resource (“CyberDiet”).  These two examples suppose you have titles of documents so the first word is in quotation marks.

9.  More than one work in a single parenthetical reference
Use normal pattern but separate each citation with a semicolon:  (Faster 62; Jones 85).

DON’T FORGET:  All parenthetical references must be documented with full publishing information in the list of Works Cited at the end of your research paper.
Works Cited List at the End of a Paper

In MLA style, a Works Cited list appears at the end of the research paper and starts on a separate page that is titled “Works Cited.”  The pages are numbered as a continuation of the text.  The citations should be in a hanging indent format, meaning that the first line of each reference is aligned with the left margin and subsequent lines are indented.  Remember that citations need to be listed in alphabetical order by the author’s last name and double-spaced in your final Works Cited list.  

(See pages 139-235 in the MLA Handbook for more information on the Works Cited list.)

BOOKS

To cite information found in a book, include:

1. Author’s name (inverted i.e. Bette Novit Evans turns into Evans, Bette Novit)

2. Book title (underlined or in italics)

3. City where it was published

4. Publisher’s Name
5. Year of publication

Punctuation format for above information:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name.  Book Title.  City where it was published: Publisher’s Name, Year of publication. 
Examples:

ONE AUTHOR

Dean, Leonard.  Perspectives.  New York:  Harcourt, 1954.

TWO AUTHORS

Bryant, Donald C., and Earl R. Wallace.  Oral Communication.  New York:  Appleton, 1948.

MORE THAN TWO AUTHORS

Pollack, Thomas C. et al.  Explorations.  New York:  Prentice Hall, 1956.

EDITOR

Van Doren, Mark, ed.  The World’s Best Poems.  New York:  World, 1943.

AUTHOR and EDITOR

Shakespeare, William.  The Tragedy of Hamlet.  Ed. George L. Kittridge.  New York:  Gin, 1939.

EDITION

Brigance, William.  Speech Communication. 2nd ed.  New York:  Appleton, 1955.

SEVERAL VOLUMES

Leach, Maria, ed.  Dictionary of Folklore.  2 vols.  New York:  Funk and Wagnalls, 1950.

ESSAY or ARTICLE IN A COLLECTION

Boas, George.  “Freshman Advisor.”  Perspectives.  Ed. Leonard Dean.  New York:  World, 1979.  108-118.

ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES

To cite information found in an encyclopedia, include:

1.       Author's name (inverted i.e. Edward Sapir turns into Sapir, Edward)

If there is an author for the article, it is usually found at the end of the article. Sometimes, articles are signed only with the author's initials. Those initials will be identified elsewhere in the encyclopedia -- look for the full name there.
2.       Article title (enclosed in quotation marks)

3.       Encyclopedia title (underlined or in italics)
4.    Edition number (if stated. i.e. 10th ed.)
5.    Editor name (i.e. Ed. Joseph R. Strayer.)
       Only include for less familiar, subject encyclopedias. Don't use for general encyclopedias (World Book, Britannica, Americana)
6.    Number of volumes (i.e. 16 vols.)
       Only include for less familiar, subject encyclopedias. Don't use for general encyclopedias (World Book, Britannica, Americana)
7.       City where the encyclopedia is published
       Only include for less familiar, subject encyclopedias. Don't use for general encyclopedias (World Book, Britannica, Americana)
8.       Publisher's Name
       Only include for less familiar, subject encyclopedias. Don't use for general encyclopedias (World Book, Britannica, Americana)
9.       Year of publication
10. Page numbers on which the article appeared (Only include if the encyclopedia does not arrange its articles alphabetically)

Punctuation format for above information:

Author's Last Name, Author's First Name.  "Article Title."  Encyclopedia Title. Edition number. Editor's name. Number of volumes. City where encyclopedia is published: Publisher's Name, Year of publication. Page numbers.
Omit publisher, place, and editor only for well-known reference sets that frequently appear in new editions (i.e. World Book Encyclopedia, Encyclopedia Britannica, Encyclopedia Americana). If the encyclopedia arranges its articles alphabetically, volume and page numbers may be omitted.

Examples:

 
ARTICLE WITH AUTHOR IN A GENERAL ENCYCLOPEDIA
Mohanty, Jitendra. "Indian Philosophy." The New Encyclopaedia Britannica: Macropaedia. 15th ed. 1987.
ARTICLE WITHOUT AUTHOR IN A GENERAL ENCYCLOPEDIA

“Ping Pong.”  Encyclopedia Americana.  1958 ed.

 

ARTICLE WITH AUTHOR IN SUBJECT ENCYCLOPEDIA THAT IS ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY
Sapir, Edward. "Communication." Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences. Ed. Edwin R. A. Seligman. 15 

vols. New York: Macmillan, 1930.
ARTICLE WITHOUT AUTHOR IN SUBJECT ENCYCLOPEDIA NOT ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY
"War on Terrorism." Encyclopedia of Terrorism. Ed. Harvey W. Kushner. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 

Publications, 2003. 400-404.

PERIODICAL ARTICLES FROM ONLINE DATABASES

The examples here are taken from databases available at CRC.  Other libraries offer different databases.  In the citation, include the name of the company that markets the database. If you cannot readily find that information, ask the reference librarian.

To cite information found on an online database, include:

1. Author’s name (inverted i.e. Jeff Manza turns into Manza, Jeff)

2. Article title (in quotation marks)

3. Periodical title (underlined or in italics)

4. Date of publication or volume and issue number (one or the other, never both – use volume and issue number on citations for scholarly/peer reviewed/referred journals)

5. Page number that the article begins on or page range (if available)
6. Title of the database (underlined or in italics)

7. Name of the computer service (see below and copy what’s there)

8. Name of library and place where database was used

9. Date you last accessed the article

10. Website address in angle brackets

Punctuation format for above information:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Article Title.” Periodical Title date or volume: page number. Title of the Database. Publisher of Database. Name of library and place where the database was used. Date you last accessed the article <website address>.
Examples:

CQ RESEARCHER

Masci, David. “Confronting Iraq.” The CQ Researcher. 25 Nov. 2001. CQ Electronic Library. CQ Press. Cosumnes River Coll. Lib., Sacramento. 5 Feb. 2004 <http://library.cqpress.com>.

COUNTRYWATCH (unsigned example – if article is signed, include author name)

“South Africa Concerned About Arming of Cote d’Ivoire Rebels.” Xinhua News Agency 4 Oct. 2002. CountryWatch. Cosumnes River Coll. Lib., Sacramento. 5 Feb. 2004 <http:countrywatch.com>.

ETHNIC NEWSWATCH

Lee, Stacey. “Exploring and Transforming the Landscape of Gender and Sexuality: Hmong American Teenaged Girls.” Race, Gender & Class 31 Jan. 2001: 38. Ethnic NewsWatch.  Proquest. Cosumnes River Coll. Lib., Sacramento. 5 Feb. 2004 <http://www.enw.softlineweb.com>.

INFOTRAC

Lee, I-Min. “Physical Activity in Women: How Much is Good Enough?.” JAMA, The Journal of the American Medical Association 10 Sept. 2003: 1377. Expanded Academic ASAP. Infotrac. Cosumnes River Coll. Lib., Sacramento. 5 Feb. 2004 <http://infotrac.galegroup.com>.

LITERATURE RESOURCE CENTER (unsigned example – if article is signed, include author name)

“(James) Langston Hughes.”  Contemporary Authors Online. 2002. Literature Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Cosumnes River Coll. Lib., Sacramento. 5 Feb. 2004 <http://www.galenet.galegroup.com>.

PROQUEST NEWSPAPERS

Wilgoren, Debbi. “Area Schools Struggle to Fill Teaching Jobs.” The Washington Post 22 July 1999: A1. Proquest Newspapers.  Proquest. Cosumnes River Coll. Lib., Sacramento.  5 Feb. 2004 <http://proquest.umi.com/pdqweb>.

PROQUEST RESEARCH LIBRARY

Kashatus, William C.  “The Christiana Tragedy.”  American History 37.4 (2002): 48-52.  ProQuest Research Library Complete. ProQuest. Cosumnes River Coll. Lib., Sacramento.  31 Jan. 2004 <http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb>.

PROQUEST SACRAMENTO BEE

Lofing, Niesha.  “Metro Chamber focuses on need for flood control.”  The Sacramento Bee 25 March 2006: B2.  ProQuest Sacramento Bee. ProQuest. Cosumnes River Coll. Lib., Sacramento.  31 March 2006 <http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb>.

PERIODICAL ARTICLES FROM PRINT OR MICROFORM

Examples:

MAGAZINE ARTICLE SIGNED

Taves, Isabella.  “Lady in a Jet.”  Reader’s Digest Aug. 1955:  68-71.

MAGAZINE ARTICLE UNSIGNED

“Young Man with a Horn.”  Time 6 July 1953:  38-39.

SCHOLARLY JOURNAL WITH CONTINUOUS PAGING

Hayes, William C.  “Most Ancient Egypt.”  Journal of Near Eastern Studies 23 (1964):  217-74.

SCHOLARLY JOURNAL THAT PAGES EACH ISSUE SEPARATELY 

Bird, Harry.  “Some Aspects of Prejudice in the World.”  University of Windsor Review 10.1 (1975):  64-75.

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Lohr, Steve. “Now Playing: Babes in Cyberspace.” New York Times 3 Apr. 1998, late ed.: C1+.

Williams, Harold M. “Don’t Ignore the Arts.” USA Today Sept. 1995: 66.

VIDEOS

To cite a video or film, the sequence of your citation should consist of the following:

1. The title and underline it

2. Director

3. Medium (Videocassette)

4. Distributor and year

5. Include the original release date if relevant

6. Other information that can be included:  the name of the writer, performers, and producer (between the title and the distributor)

Example:

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman. Screenplay by Tracy Keenan Wynn. Dir. John Korty.  Perf. Cicely Tyson. Videocassette. Broadway Video Enterprises, Inc., 1993.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

To cite a government publication, the sequence of your citation should consist of the following:

1. Author, if given.  If publication has no author, cite the government agency issuing the publication as the author.  

2. Include the number and session of Congress or the bill number and type of publication when appropriate.

3. Most federal publications are published in Washington by the Government Printing Office or the GPO.

4. Date

Examples:

United States.  Department of Commerce.  Bureau of the Census.  Statistical Abstract of the United States.  Washington:  GPO, 1998.

Janet, Barbara.  The Growth Revolt:  Aftershock of Proposition 13?  Sacramento:  Office of Planning and Research, 1980.

MAPS

A map is treated like an anonymous book.  Since there is no author or editor, start the entry with the title, but add the appropriate descriptive label (Map).

Example:

Capetown, Calif.  Map.  Denver, Colo.:  U. S. Geological Survey, 1969.

INTERVIEWS

For information on citing interviews that are published or broadcast on television, consult the MLA Handbook. To cite an interview conducted by the researcher, the sequence of your citation should consist of the following:

1. Name of the person interviewed

2. Kind of interview (Personal, Telephone)

3. Date

Example:

Smith, Mary.  Telephone interview.  15 May 1999.

INTERNET SITES (WORLD WIDE WEB)

To cite files from the World Wide Web, the sequence of your citation should consist of the following:

1. Author’s name (if known), cited last name first

2. Full title of the document in quotation marks

3. Title of the complete work (of which this document may be a part)

4. Publication information for any print version of the source

5. Date of publication or last revision (if available)

6. Number of pages, paragraphs or other sections, if they are numbered

7. Name of the organization associated with the Web site

8. Date of access

9. Full http address (URL) enclosed within angle brackets

Punctuation format for above information:

Author’s Name. “Title of Web Page or Document.” Title of Web Site. Publication information for print version of publication. Date of publication or last revision: page numbers. Name of organization associated with Web site. Date you last accessed the page <website address>.

Examples:

GENERAL WEB SITES

“Your Cat: Indoors or Out.” Denver Dumb Friends League Page. 2000. 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.ddfl.org/behavior/catinside.htm>.

Mkgray’s List of Cool Stuff on the Web. Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.mit.edu/afs/sipb/project/www/html/starting-points.html>.

Osier, Carolyn. “A Scratching Outlet.” Cat Fancy. Mar. 1996. 26 Oct. 1998  <http://www.catfancy.com/library/care/scratching/scratching.asp>.

PERSONAL SITES

Harris, Jonathan G. “The Return of the Witch Hunts.” Witchhunt Information Page. 19 Apr. 1997. 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.geocities.com/jgharris7/fellsshort.html>.

Lancashire, Ian.  Home Page of Ian Lancashire. 1 May 1997. University of Toronto. 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.chass.utoronto.ca:8080/~ian/index.html>.

ARTICLE IN A PERIODICAL OR MAGAZINE ON THE INTERNET

DeMocker, Judy. “Deconstructing Public Enemy.” Wired Nov. 1998. 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.wired.com/news/culture/0,1284,16507,00.html>.

Levine, Judith. “I Surf, Therefore I Am.” Salon 29 July 1997. 15 Sept. 1998 <http://www.salonmagazine.com/July97/mothers/surfing.970729.html>.

ARTICLE IN A JOURNAL ON THE INTERNET

Rodrigez, Dawn. “Models of Distance Education for Composition: The Role of Interactive Video Conferencing.” Kairos 3.2 (Fall 1998). 27 Jan. 2004 <http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/3.2/binder.html?features/rodrigues/overview.htm>.

ARTICLE IN A NEWSPAPER ON THE INTERNET

Harmon, Amy. "Have Laptop, Will Track Each Blip in the Market." New York Times. 6 Sept. 1998. 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.nytimes.com/library/tech/98/09/biztech/articles/06tick.html>.

ARTICLE IN AN ENCYCLOPEDIA ON THE INTERNET

“Fresco.” Britannica Online. Vers. 97.1.1 Mar. 1997. Encyclopaedia Britannica. 29 Mar. 1998 <http://www.eb.com:180>.

“Jonestown.”  Collier’s Encyclopedia. 1996. Cogito Student Research. 5 Oct. 1998  <http://www.cogito.com/cgi-bin/cgi_appl.cgi/5/8/17585/10?xrn_1>.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

Bush, George. “Principles of Ethical Conduct for Government Officers and Employees.” Executive Order 12674 of April 12, 1989 (as modified by E. O. 12731). Part 1. 26 Aug. 1997. 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.usoge.gov/pages/laws_regs_fedreg_stats/lrfs_files/exeorders/eo12674.txt>.

United States. Congress. House of Representatives. “Congressional Term Limits Amendment:   Bill Summary and Status.” 20 Nov. 1999 <http://www.usoge.gov/exorders.eo12674.html>.

BOOK ON THE INTERNET

Alcott, Louisa May. Little Women. University of Michigan Humanities Text Initiative. 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.hti.umich.edu/bin/pd-idx?type=header&id=alcotLtWom>.

Darwin, Charles. The Voyage of the Beagle. London, 1845. Project Gutenberg. June 1997.  

27 Jan. 2004 <ftp://uiarchive.cso.uiuc.edu/pub/etext/gutenberg/etext97/vbgle10.txt>.

POEM ON THE INTERNET

Bishop, Elizabeth. “Filling Station.” 9 Oct. 1998 <www.poetry.books.com/ebpoems/html>.

Sexton, Anne. “After Auschwitz.” 27 Jan. 2004 <http://www.inch.com/~ari/as5.html>.

E-MAIL MESSAGES

To cite an e-mail message, the sequence of your citation should consist of the following:

1. Name of the writer (if known)

2. Title of message (if any) taken from the subject line and enclosed in quotation marks

3. A description of the message that includes the recipient.  Example, E-mail to the author.

4. Date of message

Examples:

Franke, Norman. “SoundApp 2.02.” E-mail to the author. 29 Apr. 1999.

Robinette, Danny. “Epiphany Project.” E-mail to Tires, Inc. staff. 26 May 1999.

LISTS, NEWSGROUP POSTINGS, DISCUSSION LISTS

To cite information on lists, newsgroups, postings, or discussion lists, the sequence of your   citation should consist of the following:

1. Author’s name

2. Title of document (in quotation marks) as given in the subject line

3. Description:  Online posting

4. Date when the material was posted

5. Name of forum (if known)

6. Date of access

7. Address of site, in angle brackets

Note:

A.  With Usenet news groups, there is no need to cite the name of the forum.  Instead, include the name of the news group with the prefix news:  in angle brackets where you would have written the address of the site.  Example <news: comp.edu.languages.natural>

B.  For forwarded postings, follow a different format.  Consult the The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers

C.  Whenever possible, cite the archival version of the posting.

Example:

Gardner, Traci. “Ten Critical Literacy & Technology Writing Assignments (Part 1).” Online posting. 30 Oct. 1998. Traci’s Lists of Ten. 27 Jan. 2004 <teach@lists.daedalus.com>.

“Jammed Maytag Latch.” Online posting. 8 June 2000. alt.home.repair. 8 June 2000  <http://newsgroups.buildfind.com/newsgroups/news:cnd=article&group=alt.home.repair&item184085>.
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