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Course Description

This reading course is designed to help students prepare for college level reading by refining vocabulary, literal and inferential comprehension skills, textbook reading techniques, and study skills and by reading for pleasure. Efficiency is gained by learning to vary rate and comprehension depending upon purposes for reading. This course may be taken twice for credit with the recommendation of the instructor. Students are encouraged to enroll in English-Lab 70 for access to individualized help in the Reading and Writing Center.

Department Philosophy for English-Reading 110
Students learn to

· remember what is read
· recognize main ideas in paragraphs
· recognize thesis and main ideas in essays
· recognize main ideas in a variety of texts
· distinguish major and minor details
· recognize patterns of development
· use the information they have read
· apply information to new situations
· read journal articles
· read for pleasure
· use different reading strategies appropriately
· recognize the importance of vocabulary expansion
· increase their reading rate and flexibility
· follow directions
· use test-taking strategies
· become independent learners 

Course Outline (Form 4)

To view the course outline, click on the URL below and sign in.  Select SOCRATES Curriculum Services; then select Courses (Current and Proposed).

https://inside.losrios.edu/~intranet/cgi-bin/intra/login.cgi?college=CRC
Cosumnes River College

Course Syllabus for ENGRD 110

Comprehension Strategies and Vocabulary Development for College

Fall Semester 2007

Professor:  Shihni Giedd  



Office:  SOC 130

Campus Phone Number:  691-7593


E-mail:  giedds@crc.losrios.edu
Office Hours:  W 9:00 – 10:00 AM, MTWTH 10:00 – 10:30 AM, MW 12:00 – 12:30   PM,  TTH 1:30 – 2:00 PM, and by appointment

Class Time:  MW 10:30 – 11:50 AM at P 47A
Textbook:

(1) “College Reading and Study Skills, 10th Ed.” By Kathleen T. McWhorter.  Addison Wesley Longman 2006.

(2) “Improving Vocabulary Skills, 3rd Ed.” By Donald J. Goodman, Sherrie L. Nist, and Carole Mohr.  Townsend Press, 2002.
(3) A novel (250 pages minimum) of your choice for recreational reading.
Catalog Description:  This reading course is designed to help students prepare for college level reading by refining vocabulary, literal and inferential comprehension skills, textbook reading techniques, and study skills and by reading for pleasure.  Efficiency is gained by learning to vary rate and comprehension depending upon purposes for reading.  This course may be taken twice for credit with recommendation of the instructor.  Students are encouraged to enroll in ENGLB 70 for access to individualized help in the Reading and Writing Center.

Course Rationale:  The goal for this course is to introduce students reading skills needed for academic success in college.  Students will learn techniques for textbook reading and studying, methods for developing vocabulary, and ways of adjusting reading rate.  The skills will be reinforced using supplemental reading materials from newspapers or periodicals and journals.  By learning and mastering the strategies taught in class, students will construct themselves in the process of reading and studying, demonstrate concepts and ability of adapting those skills appropriately in college study, improve their reading and study habits, and become habitual readers.

Course Objectives:  Upon successful completion of this course, student will be able to:

1. Read actively rather than passively.

2. Use a variety of vocabulary development techniques, including structural analysis, dictionary usage and context clues.

3. Identify stated and implied main ideas and supporting details in textbooks, periodicals and various appropriate reading materials.

4. Use critical reading skills, including differentiating between facts and opinions, drawing conclusions, making judgments, identifying author’s point of view, and identifying literal and figurative language.
5. Use textbook comprehension techniques such as the SQ3R, outlining, mapping, highlighting and others.

6. Adjust reading rates and techniques dependent upon the purpose for reading.

7. Achieve and use appropriate reading rates for efficient reading.

Plagiarism and Cheating:  The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines plagiarize as “to steal and pass off the idea or words of another as one’s own; to use another’s production without crediting the source.”  In other words, you will be committing literary theft if you intentionally borrow other people’s words or ideas to use as your own.  Plagiarism and cheating are strictly forbidden.  If a student is found cheating or plagiarizing, no credit will be given on an assignment or a test; and he/she will face the possibility of failing the course.

Cell Phone Policy:  Please demonstrate your proper etiquettes and show your academic respect to the integrity and dignity of the learning environment by turning off all forms of communication devices during class period.
Attendance:  You will be automatically dropped from the class when you exceed 6 absences.  When you miss a class, you are expected to turn in any work that is due when you return to class.  “I was not here in class” therefore, is not a conveniently acceptable and convincing excuse for not being able to keep up with the scheduled instructions and progress.  

Grade Requirements:  The final grade for this class is based on the following areas:

1. Question for Discussion (120 points): It is located at the end of each chapter.  Choose one question from the list and write a three-paragraph answer.  Each assignment is worth twenty points.  Type your answers and clearly mark the chapter number.  Turn in your papers upon the completion of each chapter.  Papers that are submitted in class later than 10:30 AM on due days will not be accepted for credit. Do not submit your paper via e-mail unless you have made arrangement with me prior to the due dates.  Sixty points must be completed by mid-term.

2. MyReadingLab.com (500 points):  You will need the access code that accompanies the “College Reading and Study Skills” textbook to register at www.myreadinglab.com for this area of your grade.  There are fifteen topics on the web site.  For each topic, complete as many “Practice” exercises as you wish.  (They will not be recorded for your grade.)  When you are ready, take the “Test.”  The passing score is 70.  You will not be able to proceed to the next topic if you score below 70 on the test.  For each topic, two to three tests need to be completed for your grade.  This web site scores tests on a 100-point scale.  When I record your test scores in your Grade Book on Blackboard, I will transfer the 100-point scale to a 10-point scale. For example, 90 equals 9 points, 70 equals 7 points, etc.  Two hundred and fifty (250) points must be completed by mid-term.  See Course Outline for due dates.
3. Recreational reading and book report (200 points):  See additional handout.
4. Reading/Writing Assignment (400 points):  Periodically, students will use supplemental reading materials from magazines to practice skills learned in class. Instructions provided for each assignment will be announced in class.  See Course Outline for due dates.

5. Vocabulary unit tests (500 points): Study lessons in “Improving Vocabulary Skills” independently or with a group and take the unit test on the day indicated in the Course Outline.  There are five unit tests in total. We will go over the chapters in class one week before the test date. 
6. Pop quiz (80 points): Eight chapter quizzes will be randomly administrated without announcement.  Each quiz is worth 10 points.
7. Mid-term exam (100 points):  Monday, March 12th, regular class time.
8. Comprehensive final exam (100 points):  Friday, May 18th, 10–11:50 AM 

The total points for the above items add up to 2000.  Your final grade will be based upon the accumulative points you receive.

1800 +


A

1799 – 1600

B

1599 – 1400

C

1399 – 1200

D

< 1200


F

* Students with special needs should get in touch with me as soon as possible to discuss any accommodations that are necessary to be arranged

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read the above course information for ENGRD 110 Comprehension Strategies and Vocabulary Development for College and understood the required criteria for passing this class.

_____________________________________                  _________________________

Signature 





        Date

Print your name here  ______________________________________________________
Course Outline

	Date
	Content
	Assignment/MyReadingLab/Test

	Aug. 27 M
Aug. 29 W
	Course introduction 

Ch. 1 Setting Goals and Managing Your Time
	

	Sep. 3 M

Sep. 5 W
	Labor Day Holiday; No class

Ch. 2 Learning Styles and Learning Strategies
	Reading Rate

	Sep. 10 M

Sep. 12 W
	Ch. 2

Ch. 3 Improving Learning & Memory
	Test Taking

	Sep. 17 M

Sep. 19 W    
	Ch. 3

Ch. 4 Taking Notes in Class
	Vocabulary Unit 1 Test (
(1) Reading/Writing #1

(2) Memorization & Concentration

	Sep. 24 M

Sep. 26 W
	Ch. 5 Active Reading Strategies
Ch. 5
	Note Taking & Highlighting

	Oct. 1 M

Oct. 3 W
	Ch. 6 Understanding Paragraphs
Ch. 6
	Active Reading Strategies

	Oct. 8   M

Oct. 10 W
	Ch. 7 Following Thought Patterns
Ch. 7
	Vocabulary Unit 2 Test (
Main Idea; Reading/Writing #2

	Oct. 15 M

Oct. 17 W
	Ch. 9 Reading and Evaluating Electronic Sources
Ch. 9
	Patterns of Organization

	Oct. 22 M

Oct. 24 W
	Mid-term Exam (
Ch. 15 Methods of Organizing Information
	Reading/Writing  #3
Supporting Details

	Oct. 29 M

Oct. 31 W
	Ch. 15

Ch. 14 Textbook Highlighting and Marking
	Vocabulary Unit 3 Test (
Reading Textbooks

	Nov. 5 M

Nov. 7 W
	Book Report Presentation

Book Report Presentation
	Outlining & Summarizing

	Nov. 12 M

Nov. 14 W
	Veterans Day; No class

Ch. 10 Evaluating The Author’s Message
	Vocabulary Unit 4 Test (  
Inference

	Nov. 19 M
Nov. 21 W
	Ch. 10

Ch. 11 Evaluating the Author’s Technique
	Reading/Writing #4
Purpose & Tone

	Nov. 26 M

Nov. 28 W
	Ch. 11

Ch. 12 Using Context and Word Parts
	Vocabulary Unit 5 Test (
Critical Thinking

	Dec. 3 M

Dec. 5 W
	Ch. 12

Ch. 8 Reading Graphics and Technical Writing
	Vocabulary

	Dec. 10 M

Dec. 12 W
	Ch. 8
Last day of class; Review for final exam
	Graphics & Visuals

	Dec. 17 M
	Final exam; 10:15 AM – 12:15 PM
	


(     Students who miss any of these tests will have one chance to take a make-up test on the day of final exam, immediately follows the final exam.  If you miss more than one test, you then have to pick and choose the one test you wish to make on the day of final exam.  Put your request in writing and give it to me on the last day of class so I can prepare the test for you.  Please note that you cannot make up mid-term or final exam should you miss it.

