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Course Description
This reading course is designed to help students master basic, pre-collegiate reading skills by developing vocabulary, literal and inferential comprehension, textbook reading techniques, and study skills and by reading for pleasure. Students may become more efficient readers by learning to vary rate and comprehension depending upon purpose for reading. This course may be taken twice for credit with the recommendation of the instructor. Students are encouraged to enroll in English-Lab 70 for access to individualized help in the Reading and Writing Center.
Department Philosophy for English-Reading 15

Students review basic skills at a greater level of complexity than offered in ENGRD 14.

Students learn to

* recognize main ideas in sentences and paragraphs
* recognize major and minor details
* recognize patterns of development
* remember what they have read
* apply information from a given text to the real world
* read at three levels: literal, interpretive, and applied
* distinguish fact from opinion
* draw inferences
* summarize
* develop a recreational reading habit
* follow directions
* develop appropriate study skills
* use reader–response appropriately in a book report

Course Outline (Form 4)

To view the course outline, click on the URL below and sign in.  Select SOCRATES Curriculum Services; then select Courses (Current and Proposed).

https://inside.losrios.edu/~intranet/cgi-bin/intra/login.cgi?college=CRC
Sample Syllabus #1

Cosumnes River College 
Course Syllabus for ENG 270 Basic Reading Skills (01181-281) 
Fall Semester 2002 

Professor: Shihni Giedd Office: PE 104 

Campus Phone Number: 691-7593 E-mail: giedds@crc.losrios.edu 

Office Hours: MWF 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM, TTH 4:30 – 5:30 PM 

Class Time: TTH 5:30 – 6:45 PM at BS 112A 

Textbook: (1) “The Confident Reader, 2nd Ed.” by Carol Kanar. Houghton Mifflin Co. 2000. 

(2) “Building Vocabulary Skills, 2nd Ed.” By Donald Goodman, Sherrie Nist, and Carole Mohr. Townsend Press, 1997. 

Catalog Description: This reading course is designed to help students master basic, pre-collegiate reading skills by developing vocabulary, literal and inferential comprehension, textbook reading techniques, and study skills and by reading for pleasure. Students may become more efficient readers by learning to vary rate and comprehension depending upon purpose for reading. This course may be taken twice for credit with the recommendation of the instructor. Students are encouraged to enroll in English 252 for access to individualized help in the Reading and Writing Center. 

Course Rationale: The goal for this course is to introduce students the fundamental reading skills needed for academic success in college. Students will learn the process of reading, recognition of stated and implied main ideas, identification of supporting details, understanding of relationships and organizational patterns, purpose and tone; interpretation of graphics, inferences; understanding and evaluation of arguments. The skills will be reinforced with supplemental reading materials from newspapers and magazines. By learning and mastering the strategies taught in class, students will construct themselves in the process of reading and studying, demonstrate concepts and ability of adapting those skills appropriately in college study, improve their reading and study habits, and become habitual readers. 

Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, student will be able to: 

1. Identify stated and implied main ideas and supporting details. 

2. Identify inferred meanings and draw appropriate conclusions. 

3. Use textbook comprehension techniques and monitor his/her comprehension. 

4. Adjust reading rates depending on the purpose for reading. 

5. Find pleasure in reading a novel of his/her choice. 

Course Outline: See page 3. 

Plagiarism and Cheating: Plagiarism and cheating are strictly forbidden. If a student is found cheating or plagiarizing, no credit will be given on an assignment or a test; and he/she will face the possibility of failing the course. 

Cell Phone/Pager Policy: Please demonstrate your proper etiquettes and show your academic respect to the learning environment by turning off all forms of communication devices during the class period. 

Grade Requirements: The final grade for this class is based on the following areas: 

1. Attendance 5%: One point will be deducted for two absences in lecture. Two tardies count as an absence. The following three situations explain the drop policy for this class: (1) Students whose names are on the original class roster but failed to show up in class for the first three class periods will be automatically removed. (2) Students who have three or more consecutive absences and have no prior arrangement with the professor will be automatically removed. (3) Students with six accumulative absences will also be removed from the class. 

2. Assignment* 10%: See the course outline below for due dates. Read each reading selection in Unit 4 in the textbook and answer the questions at the beginning and the end of the article. Record your answers (preferably typed) in a separate sheet of paper. See the course outline for due dates. LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR GRADING. 

3. Recreational reading and book report 10%: See additional handout. 

4. Reading log* 10%: Periodically, students will find supplemental reading materials from either a newspaper or magazine to practice skills learned in class. The length of the article should be about one page. Please use a Manila file folder to keep the articles and recording reader’s response. Clearly mark the date of publication and source of the article on the upper right-hand corner of the page. Then followed the instructions provided for each assignment. See the Course Outline for due dates. LATE PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR GRADING. 

5. Chapter Quiz 10%: There are 6 chapter quizzes at the end of each chapter in your textbook. Three quizzes are to be turned in for grade. Due dates and quiz numbers will be announced in class. 

6. In-class essay 15%: See additional handout. 

7. Vocabulary 20%**: Study “Building Vocabulary Skills” independently and be prepared to participate in class discussion on the day for vocabulary study. A unit test will be administered upon the completion of each unit. There are five unit tests in total. See the Course Outline for test dates. 

8. Mid-term exams** 10%: Tuesday, October 15th, 5:30 – 6:45 PM. 

9. Final exam** 10%: Thursday, December 12th, 5:30 – 7:30 PM. 

Course Outline 
	Date/Day 
	Content 
	Assignment/Test 

	Week 1 
	Aug. 20 T 

Aug. 22 TH 
	Course introduction 

Nelson-Denny Reading Pretest 

Ch. 1 Controlling Your Reading Process 

	Week 2 
	Aug. 27 T 

Aug. 29 TH 
	Ch. 1 

Library Tour 
	Letter writing due 

Newspaper/Magazine article #1 

	Week 3 
	Sept. 3 T 

Sept. 5 TH 
	In-class Essay #1 
Vocabulary Unit 1 
	Unit 4 Selection 1 (P. 389 – 393) 

	Week 4 
	Sept. 10 T 

Sept. 12 TH 
	Ch. 2 Choose Your Best Strategy 

Ch. 2 
	Newspaper/Magazine article #2 

Voc. Unit 1 Test * 

	Week 5 
	Sept. 17 T 

Sept. 19 TH 
	Ch. 3 Recognizing Stated Main Ideas 

Ch. 3 
	Unit 4 Selection 2 (P. 393 – 396) 

	Week 6 
	Sept. 24 T 

Sept. 26 TH 
	Ch. 4 Finding Implied Main Ideas 

Ch. 4 
	Newspaper/Magazine article #3 

	Week 7 
	Oct. 1 T 

Oct. 3 TH 
	Vocabulary Unit 2 

In-class Essay #2 
	Unit 4 Selection 3 (P. 397 – 400) 

Voc. Unit 2 Test * 

	Week 8 
	Oct. 8 T 

Oct. 10 TH 
	Ch. 5 Identifying Supporting Details 

Ch. 5 
	Newspaper/Magazine article #4 

	Week 9 
	Oct. 15 T 

Oct. 17 TH 
	Mid-Term Exam * 
Vocabulary Unit 3 
	Unit 4 Selection 4 (P. 400 – 404) 

Mid-term Grade 

	Week 10 
	Oct. 22 T 

Oct. 24 TH 
	Ch. 6 Seeing Relationships and Patterns 

Ch. 6 
	Voc. Unit 3 Test * 
Newspaper/Magazine article #5 

	Week 11 
	Oct. 29 T 

Oct. 31 TH 
	Oral Presentation on Book Report 

Vocabulary Unit 4 
	Book Report due 

Unit 4 Selection 5 (P. 404 – 408) 

	Week 12 
	Nov. 5 T 

Nov. 7 TH 
	Ch. 7 Interpreting Graphics 

In-class Essay #3 
	Voc. Unit 4 Test * 
Newspaper/Magazine article #6 

	Week 13 
	Nov. 12 T 

Nov. 14 TH 
	Ch. 8 Understanding Purpose and Tone 

Ch. 8 
	Unit 4 Selection 6 (P. 408 – 412) 

	Week 14 
	Nov. 19 T 

Nov. 21 TH 
	Ch. 9 Making Inferences 

Vocabulary Unit 5 
	Newspaper/Magazine article #7 

	Week 15 
	Nov. 26 T 

Nov. 28 TH 
	Ch. 9 

Thanksgiving Holiday, No class 
	Voc. Unit 5 Test * 
In-class Essay due 

	Week 16 
	Dec. 3 T 

Dec. 5 TH 
	Ch. 10 Understanding and Evaluating Arguments 

Ch. 10 
	Letter writing due 

Newspaper/Magazine article #8 

	Week 17 
	Dec. 10 T 

Dec. 12 TH 
	Review 

Final Exam * 


Students with special needs should get in touch with me as soon as possible to discuss any accommodations that are necessary to be arranged. 

* NO MAKE-UP EXAM WILL BE ADMINISTERED SHOULD YOU MISS THE CLASS ON THE DAY OF EXAM.
Sample Syllabus #2

ENGLISH 270 – BASIC READING SKILLS 
Course Syllabus Fall, 2002 
Professor: Janet Macias Office: BS 102 
Phone: 691-7409 email: maciasj@crc.losrios.edu 
Texts: Steps to College Reading by Dorothy Seyler (SCR) 
NYC Vocabulary Builders – Red Book (NTC) 
Rivka's Way - by Teri Kanefield (RW) 
Supplies: binder paper (not spiral bound), stapler, #2 pencils, pens (2 different ink colors), a few 3X5” note cards (choose a soft color), a folder for storing papers at home, binder for class, and access to a computer. (All assignments must be typed.) 

Course Description: 
This reading course is designed to help students master the basic, pre-collegiate reading skills by developing vocabulary, literal and inferential comprehension, textbook reading techniques, and study skills, and by reading for pleasure. Students may become more efficient readers by learning to vary rate and comprehension depending upon purpose for reading. This course may be taken twice for credit with the recommendation of the instructor. 

It is strongly recommended that you also sign up for English 252, Reading & Writing Center this semester, 1/2 - 1 unit. 
Course Objectives: At the end of this course, students should be able to do the following: 

􀂃Use a variety of vocabulary techniques, including structural analysis, dictionary skills and context clues. 

􀂃Identify stated and implied main ideas and supporting details in textbooks, periodicals and various appropriate reading materials. 

􀂃Identify inferred meanings and draw appropriate conclusions in textbooks, periodicals and various appropriate reading materials. 

􀂃Use textbook comprehension techniques, such as SQ3R, outlining, mapping, highlighting and others. 

􀂃Adjust reading rates and techniques dependent upon purpose for reading. 

􀂃Find pleasure in reading a contemporary novel. 

􀂃Use study skills of listening for comprehension, note taking, time management and test taking. 

Assessment Requirements: All students must show assessment scores to the Professor before the end of week 2. 

Course Requirements: 
Attendance: Successful students attend all classes and arrive on time. During the first four weeks, students will be dropped after three absences. Roll is taken daily. Three late arrivals or early departures count as one absence. The professor may drop students with excessive absences beyond the fourth week if she has determined that a regular pattern of non-attendance has been established. Appointments with doctors, counselors and others, as well as family vacations, should not be scheduled during class time. Plan ahead. 

Quizzes and Exams: Successful students take all quizzes and exams and are prepared. Even if they are not thoroughly prepared, they come to class and take the exam. No make-up quizzes or exams are allowed. To compensate for unavoidable emergencies, the lowest score in each category of quiz will be thrown out. 

Required Reading and Writing: Successful students read many articles and excerpts from many subject areas and respond to them in writing (word-processed on a computer). 

Late Assignments: Successful students turn assignments in on time. Poor students turn work in late. Late assignments will not be accepted after one week. 10% will be deducted for late work. 
Grading Policy: 
Successful students complete all assignments to receive a passing grade for the course. Students may not skip any assignment categories and expect to pass the course. Students earning points on the borderline between two final grades will be given benefit of the doubt dependent upon the following: a gain of 1 year or more on the Nelson Denny Reading Test (administered at the beginning and the end of the course), a good record of attendance, a positive attitude toward learning, class participation and effort. 

Activity Values 



Point Values** 

Homework/Journal 30%



 90-100% = A 
Book Report 20% 



80 - 89% = B 
Quizzes/Exams 45% 



70 - 79% = C 
Class Participation 05% 



60 - 69% = D 

Expected Assignments and Work: 
Periodic quizzes on SCR and NTC 
Homework assignments made in class 
Midterm Exam 
Final Exam 
Book Report on RW 
Readings at end of SCR and Questions 
Students must keep all papers and assignments after they are returned for the entire semester. Should the Professor make any recording errors in the computerized grade manager program, the student only needs to produce the paper with the correct grade, and the Professor will cheerfully record the proper grade. Scores will not be changed without the student’s producing the original paper. 

Honesty Policy: 
Cheating is intolerable in any form in college, from plagiarizing someone else’s work to helping a classmate on an exam. The consequences are an “F” for the assignment for all parties involved and the loss of fellow students’ and the Professor’s respect. More than one incidence of cheating in any form will result in an “ F” for the class. 

Classroom Conduct Policy: 
The Professor hopes to prepare students for success in both the academic world and the workplace. All students will be expected to conduct themselves in an adult manner, which promotes learning and working. Some examples of appropriate behaviors in both the classroom and the workplace are as follows: 

• Purchase books (supplies) by the third class meeting at the latest. 

• Bring books and completed assignments to class every time. 

• Arrive on time, ready to participate and learn when class begins. 

• Listen when Professor or classmates are talking. 

• Clarify directions for all activities, assignments and homework, and follow them. 

• Carry paper, pens, pencil, stapler and needed supplies to class. 

• Take care of physical needs before class, such as hunger, thirst, restroom, etc. Carry tissues for your nose and coughs, especially during cold and allergy seasons. 

• Survive more than one hour without a Pepsi or a cigarette. 

Any behavior that interferes with the learning process will no be tolerated. The Professor will ask students displaying inappropriate behavior to leave the class. Some examples of inappropriate behavior in the classroom are as follows: 

􀀹Talk while the Professor or students are discussing course concepts. 

􀀹Ask the professor if we did anything important last time. 

􀀹Eat, drink, pop gum, rattle papers, click pens, tap feet or chew tobacco in class. DO NOT BRING FOOD OR DRINKS INTO THE CLASSROOM! 
􀀹Walk around the room unnecessarily in class. 

􀀹Distract fellow students from class work. 

􀀹Do homework in class. 

􀀹Use offensive or abusive language in class. 

􀀹Sleep in class. 

􀀹Arrive late or leave early on a regular basis. 

􀀹Sniffle, spit or do other gross things, or make unnecessary noise in class. 

􀀹Dress in a manner that distracts others from learning. 

Cellular Phones and Pagers: please tell family and friends that you are not available during this class hour, unless there is a real emergency. For those of us who do not carry electronic devices, your families can call College Police at 691-7393. A staff member will take an emergency message, look up your schedule, and come to the classroom to contact you in person. Cell phone calls and pager noises interrupt class. 

WEEKLY ROUTINE ENGLISH 270 - MACIAS 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY CLASS: 
Every week there are certain assignments that will be due and certain activities that you should expect to do in class. 

Monday 
By the time you get to class on Monday, you should have finished the following: 

1/3 of this week’s chapter in Steps to College Reading. Do all exercises. Write in the book. Correct exercises with the answer key. Come to class with questions. 

One lesson in NTC Vocabulary Builders. Do all exercises. Write in the book. Correct exercises with the answer key. Come to class with questions. 

Read one chapter in Rivka's Way. 
Wednesday 
By the time you get to class on Wednesday, you should have finished the following: 

2/3 of this week’s chapter in Steps to College Reading. Do all exercises. Write in the book. Correct exercises with the answer key. Come to class with questions. 

One lesson in NTC Vocabulary Builders. Do all exercises. Write in the book. Correct exercises with the answer key. Come to class with questions. 

Read one more chapter in Rivka's Way 
Friday 
By the time you get to class on Friday, you should have finished the following and be prepared for the following: 

All of this week’s chapter in Steps to College Reading. Do all exercises. Write in the book. Correct exercises with the answer key. Come to class with questions. 

Prepare for a quiz in NTC Vocabulary Builders 
Take a quiz on the two NTC Vocabulary Builders Lessons. 

Turn in writing assignment for Rivka's Way. 
Sometimes we will also have review quizzes in Vocabulary or Mastery quizzes in Steps to College Reading. 
WEEKLY ROUTINE ENGLISH 270 - MACIAS 
TUESDAY, THURSDAY CLASS: 
Every week there are certain assignments that will be due and certain activities that you should expect to do in class. 

Tuesday 
By the time you get to class on Monday, you should have finished the following: 

1/2 of this week’s chapter in Steps to College Reading. Do all exercises. Write in the book. Correct exercises with the answer key. Come to class with questions. 

Both lessons in NTC Vocabulary Builders. Do all exercises. Write in the book. Correct exercises with the answer key. Come to class with questions. 

Read assigned chapters in Rivka's Way. 
Thursday 
By the time you get to class on Thursday, you should have finished the following and be prepared for the following: 

All of this week’s chapter in Steps to College Reading. Do all exercises. Write in the book. Correct exercises with the answer key. Come to class with questions. 

Prepare for a quiz in NTC Vocabulary Builders 
Take a quiz on the two NTC Vocabulary Builders Lessons. 

Turn in writing assignment for Rivka's Way. 
Sometimes we will also have review quizzes in Vocabulary or Mastery quizzes from Steps to College Reading. 
