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Course Description

This course covers theory and practice of reading skills needed for proficient academic performances with emphasis on the following: 1) critical and analytical evaluation of printed material, 2) vocabulary development, 3) proficient comprehension skills, 4) development of flexible reading rate, 5) application in textbook, fiction, and nonfiction reading. It may be taken twice for credit with the recommendation of instructor. This course meets the Reading Competency requirement for the A.A. and A.S. degrees.
Department Philosophy for English-Reading 310
Students in ENGRD 310 should be able to

* process information at the college level efficiently and accurately
* judge materials appropriately

Students need to review the concepts of

* the reading process
* inference
* implied meaning 
* critical thinking: fact vs. opinion, recognizing biases (including their own).

Materials students are exposed to include college level texts across the disciplines (in preparation for other college courses), professional journals, fiction and non-fiction.

Students learn 

* to read for accuracy
* to increase their reading rate and flexibility
* tactics for dealing with college texts
* to remember what they have read
* to make appropriate inferences
* to develop both a specialized and an everyday vocabulary


NOTE: Instructors need to realize that students entering this course are often at dramatically different levels.

Course Outline (Form 4)

To view the course outline, click on the URL below and sign in.  Select SOCRATES Curriculum Services; then select Courses (Current and Proposed).

https://inside.losrios.edu/~intranet/cgi-bin/intra/login.cgi?college=CRC
Cosumnes River College

Course Syllabus for ENGRD 310 Prose Analysis and Interpretation

Fall Semester 2007

Professor:  Shihni Giedd  



Office:  SOC 130

Campus Phone Number:  691-7593

E-mail:  giedds@crc.losrios.edu



Office Hours:  W 9:00 – 10:00 AM, MTWTH 10:00 – 10:30 AM, MW 12:00 – 12:30 PM,   

                            TTH 1:30 – 2:00 PM, and by appointment
Class Time:  TTH 12:00 – 1:20 AM at BS 160

Textbook:  

(1) “Efficient and Flexible Reading, 8th Ed.” By Kathleen T. McWhorter.  Allyn &  

     Bacon/Longman 2007.  Website:  www.ablongman.com/mcwhorter
(2) “An Introduction to Critical Reading, 6th Ed.” By Leah McCraney.  Thomson & Wadsworth,  2006. 

(3) “Advancing Vocabulary Skills, 3rd Ed.” By Donald J. Goodman, Sherrie L. Nist, and Carole Mohr.  Townsend Press 2002.  Website:  www.townsendpress.com
(4) A non-fiction book of your choice (350 pages minimum) for recreational reading.

Catalog Description:  This overview course covers the theory and practice of reading skills needed for proficient academic performance with emphasis on the following:  1) critical and analytical evaluation of college level expository, narrative, descriptive, and argumentative essays, 2) vocabulary development, 3) critical analysis and evaluation of research, 4) application in multicultural essays, fiction and nonfiction reading, 5) development of flexibility of reading rate, and 6) application in textbook, fiction, and nonfiction reading. This course meets the Reading Competency requirement for the AA and AS degrees.  Additional work in the Reading and Writing Center (ENGLB 70) may be advised.

Course Rationale:  The goal for this course is to introduce students the essential and required elements of academic reading skills that lead to success in college.  Students will build on their knowledge and skills acquired prior to this course to fully establish their personal study methods and strategies.  Topics included in this course are developing a basis for reading and learning, improving reading comprehension, reading and learning from college texts, reading critically, and increasing reading rate and flexibility.  Students will also learn to monitor their own reading progress and correct or modify any strategy used to enhance different purposes of reading.  It also helps students experience the joy of reading to become a lifetime reader.

Course Objectives:  Upon successful completion of this course, student will be able to:

1. Use context clues, structural analysis, etymology, a glossary and or a dictionary to unlock the meaning of unfamiliar words.

2. Establish appropriate reading rates for college level materials and demonstrate flexibility in reading rate.

3. Identify thesis statements in college level non-fiction reading material.

4. Analyze content to determine major and minor details and pattern of development.

5. Use critical reading strategies such as making inferences, distinguishing fact and opinion, recognizing generalizations, identifying tone, bias, judgment, style, author’s purpose, and figurative and slanted language to interpret and evaluate what is read.

6. Develop and recognize analytical reasoning skills as applied to reading:  propaganda, assumptions, faulty analogies, non-sequiturs, deductive and inductive patterns, and argument.

7. Identify setting, themes; plot characterization and author’s style in fiction reading.

8. Apply speed reading techniques in various reading materials.

Plagiarism and Cheating:  The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines plagiarize as “to steal and pass off the idea or words of another as one’s own; to use another’s production without crediting the source.”  In other words, you will be committing literary theft if you intentionally borrow other people’s words or ideas to use as your own.  Plagiarism and cheating are strictly forbidden.  If a student is found cheating or plagiarizing, no credit will be given on an assignment or a test; and he/she will face the possibility of failing the course.

Cell Phone Policy:  Please demonstrate your proper etiquettes and show your academic respect to the integrity and dignity of the learning environment by turning off all forms of communication devices during the class period.

Attendance:  You will be automatically dropped from the class when you exceed 6 absences.  When you miss a class, you are expected to turn in any work that is due when you return to class.  “I was not here in class” therefore, is not a conveniently acceptable and convincing excuse for not being able to keep up with the scheduled instructions and progress.  

Grade Requirements:  The final grade for this class is based on the following areas:

1. Non-fictional Book Report (200 points): See additional handout.  

2. Research Paper (200 points):  See additional handout.

3. Collaborative Learning (400 points):  Discussion questions for articles/essays from “An Introduction to Critical Reading” textbook.  Further instructions will be announced in class.

4. Vocabulary (500 points):  Study “Advancing Vocabulary Skills” independently or with a group, and take the five unit tests on the dates indicated in the Course Outline.  We will study the chapters in class one week before the test date. 

5. MyReadingLab.com (400 points):  You will need the access code that accompanies the “Efficient & Flexible Reading” textbook to register at www.myreadinglab.com for this area of your grade.  There are fifteen topics on the web site.  For each topic, complete as many “Practice” exercises as you wish.  (They will not be recorded for your grade.)  When you are ready, take the “Test.”  The passing score is 70.  You will not be able to proceed to the next topic if you score below 70 on the test.  For each topic, at least three tests need to be completed for your grade.  This web site scores tests on a 100-point scale.  When I record your test scores in your Grade Book on Blackboard, I will transfer the 100-point scale to a 10-point scale. For example, 90 equals 9 points, 70 equals 7 points, etc.  Two hundred (200) points must be completed by mid-term.  See Course Outline for due dates.
6. Homework Assignment (100 points):  At the end of each chapter in “Efficient and Flexible Reading” textbook, there is a Critical Thinking Tip.  Read each one of them carefully and thoroughly.  Answer questions that follow and write a 3-paragraph reader response.  It is due upon completion of each chapter.  For an A grade, you will receive 10 points, 8 points for B, 7 points for C, and 0 point for D.  
7. Comprehensive Final Exam (200 points)

Recommended work from the Self-Paced Library Instruction: If you have not had the experience and knowledge of writing an academic paper, researching for sources for your paper, it is strongly recommended that you complete the following work.  See instructor for additional information.

Module 1:  Introduction to Library Organization

Module 2:  Finding Books in the CRC Library

Module 3: Introduction to Printed Reference Sources

Module 4:  Finding Periodical Articles

Module 6:  Evaluating Material

Module 7:  Writing Bibliographies in MLA Format

Module 8:  Finding Periodical Articles Advanced Searching (prerequisite: Module 4)

The total points for the above items add up to 2000.  Your final grade will be based upon the accumulative points you receive.

1800 +


A

1799 – 1600

B

1599 – 1400

C

1399 – 1200

D

< 1199


F

· Students with special needs should get in touch with me as soon as possible to discuss any accommodations that are necessary to be arranged.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read the above course information for ENGRD 310 Prose Analysis and Interpretation and understood the required criteria for passing this class.

_____________________________________                  _________________________

                     Signature 





Date

Print your name here  ____________________________________________________

Course Outline
	Date
	Content
	Test/MyReadingLab/Paper

	Aug. 28 T

Aug. 30 TH
	Course Introduction

Ch. 1 Developing Your Efficiency and Flexibility
	

	Sep. 4 T

Sep. 6 TH
	Ch. 1

Ch. 2 Active Reading and Learning
	Test Taking

	Sep. 11 T

Sep. 13TH
	Ch. 2

Ch. 14 Techniques for Reading Faster
	Active Reading Strategies

	Sep. 18 T

Sep. 20 TH
	Ch. 14

Ch. 3 Strengthening Your Word Power
	Vocabulary Unit 1 Test (
Reading Rate

	Sep. 25 T

Sep. 27 TH
	Ch. 3
Ch. 7 Techniques for Learning Textbook Material
	Reading Textbooks

	Oct. 2 T

Oct. 4 TH
	Ch. 7

Ch. 8 Learning and Retention Strategies
	Note Taking and Highlighting

	Oct. 9 T

Oct. 11 TH
	Ch. 8

Ch. 4 Main Ideas and Paragraph Structure
	Vocabulary Unit 2 Test (
Outlining & Summarizing

	Oct. 16 T

Oct. 18 TH
	Ch. 4

Ch. 5 Patterns: Relationship Among Ideas
	Vocabulary

	Oct. 23 T

Oct. 25 TH
	Oral Presentation for Non-Fiction Reading
Oral Presentation for Non-Fiction Reading
	Book report due

Memorization & Concentration

	Oct. 30 T

Nov. 1  TH
	Ch. 5 

Ch. 10 Critical Analysis
	Vocabulary Unit 3 Test (
Main Idea

	Nov. 6 T

Nov. 8 TH
	Ch. 10

Ch. 10
	Patterns of Organization

	Nov. 13 T

Nov. 15 TH
	Ch. 11 Evaluating Arguments and Persuasive Writing
Ch. 11
	Supporting Details

	Nov. 20 T

Nov. 22 TH
	Ch. 11

Thanksgiving Holiday; No class
	Vocabulary Unit 4 Test (
Critical Thinking

	Nov. 27 T

Nov. 29 TH
	Ch. 6 Reading Essays and Articles

Ch. 6
	Purpose and Tone

	Dec. 4 T

Dec. 6 TH
	Ch. 12 Reading and Evaluating Internet Sources

Ch. 12
	Research paper due 

Vocabulary Unit 5 Test (
Inference

	Dec. 11 T

Dec. 13 TH
	Ch. 9 Graphic and Visual Literacy

Ch. 9
	Graphics & Visuals

	Dec. 18 T
	Final exam @ 12: 45 – 2:45 PM
	


(     Students who miss any of these tests will have one chance to take a make-up test on the day of final exam, immediately follows the final exam.  If you miss more than one test, you then have to pick and choose which test you wish to make up at the end of the semester.  Put your request in writing and give it to me on the last day of class so I can prepare the test for you.  Please note that you cannot make up final exam should you miss it.
Sample Assignment #1
Cosumnes River College
ENGRD 310 Prose Analysis and Interpretation

Non-fictional Reading and Book Report
Due Date:  Tuesday, October 23rd, 2007 (Late papers will not be accepted for credit.)

Your Choice of Book:  

This paper is worth 200 points of your total grade.  Choose a book that you have not read before, and have it approved by the instructor.  It must be 350 pages (paperback) minimum.  Your grade will be jeopardized if you read a book less than 350 pages.  If you were not able to a non-fictional book that is extensively written, you may read two shorter ones on the same subject. Your paper must be typed using a word processor with sophisticated grammar and sentence structures.  

I.  Assignment Objectives
The purpose of this recreational reading is to experience the pleasure of reading.  Regardless of the subject, books take us to a journey to another world where we might not be able to explore, arouse our curiosity of things we have yet to discover, and stimulate our imagination of the unknown. A literal translation of this Chinese saying best sum up the intended purpose for this assignment:  “There is a kingdom of gold in the world of books.”

II. Assignment Description
There are two parts to this assignment:  written report (130 points) to turn in to the instructor, and oral report (70 points) to present in class. The instructor grades your written report, and your classmates grade your oral presentation. If you are absent on the day you are not presenting, ten (10) points will be deducted from your total grade of this assignment for not supporting your peer students while they support you, not showing proper respect to them, and not taking the responsibility of an evaluator.  You must have the book with you on the day of your presentation. 

III. Written Book Report Length
You will demonstrate and take charge of your learner autonomy.  The length of your written book report is to be determined by your personal interest and response to the book of your choice.  Keep in mind that your paper has to be precisely about the book.  Movie critiques and any other unrelated subjects are not part of this reading assignment. If you only have two pages to say about this book, you probably did not pick the right book—it’s either not challenging enough for you, or it does not interest you.  If this is the case, the purpose of this assignment--reading for pleasure--will not be achieved, and you will have wasted your precious time working on something that does not produce any desirable satisfactions.  When you read about something that inspires you, you will have a lot to say about it.  

IV. Guidelines for Written Book Report

Be sure to pick a book that you would enjoy.  If you find it dissatisfying after a few chapters, you should get another one.  Remember, you do not need to read something that you do not enjoy.  Do not merely read the book for this assignment.  Rather, read the book for your personal pleasure.  The following describes the three sections that should be included in your paper.

A. Introduction and Author (20 points)

(1) Provide general and brief background information about the book.  What’s the title?  Who is the author?  When was it published?  Which company published it?  

(2) Provide a short biography of the author.  Conduct a mini research on the author.  This may serve as a future reference for you to find more of his/her works.  With non-fictional reading, you also need to investigate the purpose of such a publication, and the intention of the author.  What does he/she try to achieve with the information?  In your opinion, is such purpose accomplished in the book?

You must properly cite the source(s) of the author’s biographical information that is used in your paper.  Photocopy the printed documents(s) and attach it (them) to your paper.

B. Content (30 points) 

Write a one-page summary of the book in your own words. Using too many direct quotes from the book indicates your insufficient comprehension of the material. Depending on how the content of the book is organized (by subject, by chapter, or by chorological order); you should summarize the information orderly so your reader will have no trouble understanding the content and organization of the book.  If there is too much information, focus on three major subjects that you think are most important in this book.  You don’t have to mention everything in the book to make it interesting and appealing. If your non-fiction book were an autobiography or biography, or a historical event chronology, be sure to summarize it in a chronological order.  

C.  Reader Response (30 points)

This is the part where you write and express your personal opinions and feelings about this book.

Think about the following questions as you prepare to reflect on what you’ve read.  Your response should not be limited to these questions.  Feel free to expand and explore.  

What do you think about the book in general?  You can comment on things such as the cover design, advertisement, critique, and reviews.  What made you decide on reading this book?  How did you hear about this book? What do you like about it?  What do you dislike about it?  Why?  Do you agree with the author’s point of view?  Do you like his/her writing style?  Do you applaud the way he/she delivers the message?  Why and why not?  Did you learn anything from it?  Does the book inspire you? Is this a book you’d recommend to friends?  Why and why not?  Any comments? Any reflections?  


Keep in mind the Application level of critical thinking.  (Review chapter two if needed.)

D.  Evaluation (50 points):  Evaluate the following areas of the book:

1.  Organization:  How is the content of the book organized?  How effective and efficient is it?

2. Clarification:  Is information presented in a clear and direct manner?  Does the author take the reader’s background knowledge into consideration when explaining and introducing new ideas?  For example, for someone who has no prior knowledge about human cloning, does the author provide detailed and clear explanations?  What about the use of language?  Does the author explain special terminology clearly?

3.  Examples/Evidence:  What kind of examples does the author use to further illustrate the idea?  How helpful are they to the reader?  Are there sufficient and relevant evidence to strengthen the ideas?  Are they valid?  What more do you wish the author provides to help you understand his/her ideas?  Does the author conduct his/her own research work?  Or does he/she cite from other related research results?

4. Author’s bias:  Pay attention to the author’s choice of language.  How does the author use words to manipulate reader’s belief?  Does he/she show favoritism or avoid the other side of the story?  Does the author make judgment; make generalizations or assumptions without sufficient research?  Is the writing mostly personal opinion in the book?  Does the author present such personal opinions as facts?  What about the tone?  How effective is the tone?

5. Creditability:  What is the author’s purpose for writing this book?  Does the author’s professional knowledge and personal experience contribute to the validity and reputation of the book?  How does he/she use his/her professional training to sell or promote his /her ideas?  Are the outside sources that the author uses reliable and credible?  Can they be verified?  

6. Conclusion:  How does the author end the book?  Does he/she provide further suggested readings to help the reader look for supplementary material?  Does he/she offer any solutions or give the reader freedom to choose a solution?  How effective is such an ending to the theme of the book?

Sample Assignment #2

Cosumnes River College

ENGRD 310 Prose Analysis and Interpretation

Research Paper

Due Date for Outline: Tuesday, November 13th,  2007

Due date for Final Paper: Tuesday, December 4th  (Late papers will not be accepted for credit.) 
Grade:  This research paper is worth 200 points (60 points for outline, 140 for final paper)

Format:  Two points will be deducted from the total grade for each mistake. (This information is also on the Grading Sheet.)

1. Margin:  one inch from the top, bottom, right, and left.  

2. Spacing:  double between lines, 2 spaces between each sentence

3. Font size:  12 (including the title).  No bold typed font.

4. Font type:  Times New Roman

5. Page number:  at the upper right hand corner.  The page number should be preceded by your last name with a single space in between.  For example, Giedd 4.

6. Header.

7. A proper and catchy title for your paper

8. Photo copy and turn in every article you used for this assignment together with your paper.  Attach them at the back of your paper.

Length:  4 pages minimum

Descriptions:

In this reading/writing assignment, you are going to write an informative paper on a subject of your choice.  You could write to inform your reader about a concept, a theory, a current event, or a common cultural practice or belief.  It should be something that concerns you; something catches your attention; something you have a strong positive/negative opinion about; or an idea, theory, practice that you believe in.  Current events are also a very convenient and rewarding area to explore.  Please be advised that you are not writing to argue about a controversial issue; therefore, do not choose a subject that will always pose two choices and generate debates from people who support it and people who oppose to it.

  On November 13th, turn in a one-page outline.  Use indentation and briefly “outline” the content of your paper.  At the end of the outline, write one paragraph to explain and justify (1) the information needed for your paper, and (2) type of publications that mostly like suites your purpose. This will help you get organized and focus on the relevant evidence you need to develop your thesis.  Think about chapter 4 and 5 of our textbook.  What type(s) of detail and organizational pattern would be most effective for your paper?

In you paper, you need to appropriately cite from three outside sources to support, prove, and illustrate your thesis statement.  For examples, your thesis statement is “Capital punishment is not a suitable penalty of crimes committed by mentally ill inmates.” (Note: Place your thesis statement in the last sentence of your introduction.) First, provide a clear definition of your topic in the introductory paragraph(s). This definition could be formal (from a dictionary, not an on-line encyclopedia), or informal (your own interpretation). You also need to present some background information of capital punishment, and the history of it. Then, in the body of development, explain and prove why Capital punishment is not a suitable penalty of crimes committed by mentally ill inmates using three sources. Properly cite and introduce each article to your readers with your understanding and interpretation of the important ideas, and how those ideas are evidences to your thesis statement.  In the conclusion, briefly summarize the content of your paper and provide a closing thought. Again, this is an informative paper.  Avoid using personal pronouns (I, you, he, she, and they) in your writing so it does not read like a personal opinion, rather, a factual based writing.

Your three articles must come from professional periodicals and journals. (Please be advised that Internet web sites and newspaper articles are not acceptable for this paper.)  Use the CRC library on-line research database to locate articles.  You will need a library card and pass word to access CRC library catalog off campus.  Follow the instructions on the Library’s web site (http://www.crc.losrios.edu/Student_Services/Library.htm), click on “Finding Articles on Research Databases.”  You may use any database from this list to look for articles except for National Newspapers, Sacramento Bee, Newspapers, Ethnic News Watch, and Historical Newspapers (The New York Times). Read them thoroughly, annotate, and highlight all main ideas and supporting details.  (You will be graded for highlighting and annotating.)

To demonstrate your higher critical reading and comprehension skills, practice and apply the various levels of critical thinking after you are able to understand each article and gain knowledge from it.  Apply, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate each of them. Your writing must reflect a logical and meaningful organizational pattern.
Provide a reference page for all the sources you use in this paper.  A copy of MLA Style Sheet for Term Papers is available at the Library or Reading/Writing Center.  Consult the handout for your work-cited page.

If you were not sure how to approach this assignment, I’ll be glad to assist you if you work with me in an organized manner.  Communicate with me as frequently as you see needed.  
