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Course Description

This course is designed for students who have had English-Writing 300 (1A) and who desire further instruction in the techniques of effective critical thinking as expressed in written argument and in the major principles of advanced composition and rhetoric.

Department Philosophy for English-Writing 302 


Students learn that reasonable people can disagree without being disagreeable.

Students learn that anything worth arguing has intelligent, rational, ethical people on both sides.

Students develop the ability to look at other people’s arguments and to both analyze them and respond to them.

Students learn to move away from black and white, to contextualize.

Students learn to write different kinds of argument, i.e. Rogerian, Classical, Evaluation, Definition, Proposal, Causal, etc.

Students learn to address non-teacher audiences.

Students should develop the discipline to move through all the steps of the writing process.

Students should learn to think, feel, value—reflectively not reflexively—and then go on to act.

The course gives students an opportunity to engage with their community.

The course may offer political activism as an outcome.

Course Outline (Form 4)

To view the course outline, click on the URL below and sign in.  Select SOCRATES Curriculum Services; then select Courses (Current and Proposed).

https://inside.losrios.edu/~intranet/cgi-bin/intra/login.cgi?college=CRC
ENGWR 302 Entry Skills
Upon entry to ENGWR 302, the student should be able to:

* annotate and analyze written texts and respond thoughtfully to them.
* understand the 3-fold rhetorical concerns of audience, writer, and message.
* use pre-writing, drafting, revision, and editing/proofreading to create their own essays.
* summarize, paraphrase, and directly quote outside sources as support for their own ideas.
* research and incorporate sources effectively and meaningfully in writing.
* effectively critique their own and other student writing.
* use MLA documentation format correctly.
* accomplish various purposes through writing.
* construct a logical argument in writing that deals with the opposition and gives reasons to support a claim.
* write focused, thoughtful thesis statements.
* adequately develop essays using a variety of approaches, such as comparison/contrast, classification, definition, narration, description, causal analysis.
* support opinions in writing through careful, critical thinking.
* achieve coherence and unity in writing at three levels: sentence, paragraph, and essay
* organize written texts logically without dependence on formulaic prescriptions.
* use clear and varied sentences to write error-free prose.

ENGWR 302 Exit Skills
At completion of this course, students should be able to
read analytically and evaluate ideas in focused class discussion and in written techniques
* read competing points of view of subjects and determine their own stances on the subjects and be able to express those stances logically and effectively, demonstrating an ability to identify and state the main idea, thesis or unifying theme in expository or argumentative discourse
* point out instances of inferential reasoning and deductive and inductive logic
* distinguish between opinion, judgment and what may be taken as a fact, and to describe an appropriate process of verification in establishing whether an utterance is factual or not
* recognize and articulate assumptions (including unstated assumptions) in an argument
* draw and justify inferences made about the intention of the writer based on observations of the writer’s diction and style (e.g., tone persona and metaphor)
* point out logical fallacies or slanted or propagandistic use of language.
* write effective precis-and-responses, stance/position papers, proposals, evaluations and analyses of cause in which they demonstrate an understanding of the diction and structural differences between the Upper, Middle and Lower styles in English, and demonstrate an ability to determine which of these styles is appropriate to the tone, purpose and audience of their essay
* demonstrate an ability to use the advanced principles of clarity (agent-action-goal) and coherence (concatenation, focus maintenance, clear orientation and subject control), concision and emphasis to develop more sophisticated writing skills appropriate to upper-division college essays
* demonstrate a highly-developed ability to use the thoughts, facts, and experiences of other to support their own assertions effectively and to cite those thoughts, facts and experiences when appropriate to the Upper Middle style, including but not limited to the use of tropes and schemes and the use of syntactic symbolism
* demonstrate the ability to limit the topic appropriately to a scope that can be developed appropriately in the length of the composition
* demonstrate an ability to select examples details, data and other evidence to support the validate the thesis and other generalization
* demonstrate (in taking stances or criticizing the arguments of others) an ability to rephrase written argument accurately, producing a faithful distillation of the central meaning of the text or the writer’s ostensible intention
* demonstrate a clear awareness of the specific audience of the essay and of any special limitations or opportunities imposed or provided by the rhetorical situation, and demonstrate an ability to respond to those limitations and opportunities appropriately by adjusting the arguments and the language of the essay appropriately
* demonstrate more sophisticated structure, coherence and emphasis
* demonstrate their understanding of the elements of style, with particular emphasis placed on the role of grammar as an element of style
* demonstrate an understanding of some of the principles of classical rhetoric and of the Upper Middle Style found in most American journals-of-record
* demonstrate an understanding of opposing viewpoints on issues and to develop their own stances on those issues
* demonstrate an ability to argue cogently in a number of modes, including but not limited to making proposals, making evaluation and position the existence of causal relationships.
Grading Criteria for English 1 C Essays (John Pratt)
The following are three major categories of criteria that I use in judging and grading English 1C essays. Papers will receive grades commensurate with the degree to which they fulfill these criteria. 

Audience Awareness 
· Uses diction to create a tone that will invite the reader to engage with the discourse 

· Organizes ideas in a clear way to make it easy for the reader to comprehend the ideas 

· Provides the kind of stylistic flair that makes the reading experience enjoyable for the audience 

· Makes a connection with the audience appropriate for the type of argument being written 

Purpose Awareness 
· Establishes a clear claim that reflects the main point the writer is attempting to make 

· Provides ample reasons to thoroughly support the claim 

· Provides thoughtful and well researched grounds for the reasons 

· Articulates the warrants that guarantee the validity of the reasons 

· Explains and defends the warrants with thoughtful backing 

· Presents a fair summary of the opposition or audience point of view 

· Deals with the opposition or audience in a reasonable way 

Self Awareness 
· Presents self as a thoughtful, careful thinker and writer 

· Presents self as knowledgeable and trustworthy on the topic 

· Presents self as a reasonable person who treats others, especially those with whom one disagrees, with respect 

· Presents self as a person with self-respect in one’s role as an educated person 

These three criteria provide the main ways of evaluating every major piece of writing in English 1C. Every particular essay brings additional criteria generic to that particular assignment, as articulated in the rough draft review guidelines provided for each essay. 

Sample Syllabus
Not available at this time

ENGLISH 1C 
ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #1 : ROLE-PLAYING 
Topic 
Pick any issue and write a dramatic dialogue between two or more characters with divergent views on that topic. 

Discover & Explore 
Do some expressive freewriting to brainstorm possibilities for this assignment. After choosing a topic, create a dramatic situation. Decide on a setting for your mini-play (courtroom, barroom, classroom, breakfast table, etc.) and determine your cast of characters (minimum of 2). 

Rough Draft 
After discussing various slants on your topic with friends, classmates, neighbors, pets, and/or any other reflective beings--including your other selves--proceed to write an early draft of a dialogue script. (See option #4 on pp. 76-77.) 

Organization 
Speaker A should begin the argument by stating one particular reason why she believes as she does on this issue. In order to avoid single sentence declarations of reasons, Speaker A should explain and develop her reason fully. Speaker B should then respond to Speaker A's point, either conceding or rebutting or doing a bit of both. Exhaust that first reason before going on to another. Speaker B should next be given a chance to explain one of his own cogent reasons for his position on the issue, and then Speaker A will respond in turn. Pursue this back-and-forth type of exchange (bringing in more characters if you have them) until the issue or the word limit is exhausted. 

Style 
Since this is a conversation, try to make your characters sound like real people. They may speak less formally than the language you are used to using in your English class essays. Be sure to read your script out loud to yourself and to others to see if it has a colloquial voice. 

Intention 
Avoid the natural tendency to impart the creator's (i.e., your) view onto any character in a way that suggests that this should be the favored view. Your intent is not to pit a protagonist against an antagonist or to present a triumphant position in the end. There are no heroes, no villains, and no endorsed theme in this particular drama. The purpose in your writing this play is to give you practice in listening deeply and respectfully to all views in order to appreciate the complexity of the issue at hand. 

ROLE-PLAYING ARGUMENT 
Peer Response Form 

1. How well did the characters cover the scope of the argumentative issue? Name any significant aspects of the issue that were left unaddressed. 

2. Did you feel that the arguing field was fairly level, that all characters had a chance to express good points as well as points susceptible to counterattack? Comment. 

3. Did the characters “sound” authentic? Did the scenario seem plausible? Comment on the degree to which the script was creative and entertaining. If it seemed a bit stilted or mechanical, have you any suggestions to improve its creative elements?
4. Was the script easy to follow, the arguments clearly expressed? Were there any segments that were unclear either because of muddled language or problems with style (grammar, mechanics, words missing, etc)? 

5. What did you like best about this script? 

6. What didn’t work for you, and what suggestions for improvement do you have for your fellow writer? 

ENGLISH 1C 
ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #2 : CLASSICAL ARGUMENT 
Topic 
As is the case with all of your out-of-class essay assignments, you may choose any topical issue that interests you and about which reflective people may have divergent views. 

Organization 
Use the classical argument organizational format described on pp. 63-65 in Writing Arguments. Within this format you do have some options with regard to ordering and emphasis, but you must remain faithful to the functions of the various parts of this schema. 

Style 
Unlike your last assignment, this one is to be a formal essay. So you will need to be attentive to considerations of tone, diction, sentence style, and mechanics that are appropriate to college-level academic writing. 

Process 
As usual, we'll follow the two-week pattern of the recursive drafting/peer responding/revising/editing/proofreading writing process. Some of this will be done in class; much of it will occur outside of class. At the end of the process you will turn in a packet containing your polished final version and all other materials involved along the way to that final product. 

ARGUMENTATION / PERSUASION 
Peer Response Form 

1. What general strategies of logos and/or pathos does the writer use to get her/his argument across? (In elaborating, you may use your own words and/or terminology from our text.) 

2. Comment on the tone/voice of the paper. What is the essay’s persona, its ethos? 

3. Note where the writer has given evidence for her/his own arguments. Is that evidence convincing? Why or why not? 

4. Note where the writer has acknowledged opposing arguments. Does he/she effectively refute and/or accommodate those arguments? How? 

5.  Did the writer change your opinion on this topic to any degree, or help you to see the diverse angles of the issue with a more balanced perspective? Explain why or why not. 

ENGLISH 1C 
ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #4: ETHICAL ARGUMENT 
In an effort to clarify some of your own personal values and beliefs, write an ethical argument on a topic of your choice using the following guidelines: 

1. First, consider the issue fully from both a consequentialist (utilitarian) and an ethical principle (moral tenets) perspective. (See "Developing an Ethical Argument," pp. 352-354.) 

2. Then decide which approach or synthesis of approaches your line of reasoning will take and write a rough draft of the argument. 

3. Looking for vulnerable parts of your argument that will likely invite rebuttal, revise your draft by accommodating objections in some way-- rebutting, acknowledging worth, qualifying your points, etc.. (See "Testing Ethical Arguments," pp. 354-355.) 

4. Having completed steps 1-3, set aside your draft for a day or two and then review it again. List any aspects that are troubling you that you would like help for from your peer readers. 

NOTE: You have the option of directing your issue argument toward a particular audience to achieve some degree of persuasion or of making your case simply to show how your position can be philosophically and morally "justified." 

ETHICAL ARGUMENT 
Peer Response Form 

1. Writer's Special Request (if any): 

2. What is the essay's central ethical issue? 

3. Is the essay's line of argument based primarily on consequences, on moral principle, or on a combination of the two approaches? Do you see any glitches in that line, any fallacies? 

4. As you read your classmate's paper, did any claims or grounds or warrants or evidence raise questions and concerns for you that were not dealt with in the essay? 

5. Are there places where the argument requires additional support? Can you help the author with examples of the kind of support needed to bolster the claim? 

6. How fluent was the essay's style? Were there any places that could benefit from sentence combining? Did you come across many sentences containing free modifiers, especially in the right-branching position? Were there effective transitions whenever the essay shifted course? 

7. What was your favorite part of the essay? 

And do you have any suggestions in response to the writer's special request? 

ENGLISH 1C 
ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #5: RESEARCH PROPOSAL ARGUMENT 
(AKA: Problem-Solution Argument) 

Write a 7-8 page proposal argument in which you identify a problem and propose a solution to it. Your topic may call for a practical proposal or a policy proposal (p 308), but be sure to choose an issue that lends itself to research. Your essay should use the three-part structure as described in Chapter 14: 

1. Offer a description of the problem. You must persuade your audience that a problem exists that needs solving. Your argument must have “presence,” a sense of immediacy, engagement with the audience, and shared emotions and values. “Presence” may be achieved through compelling examples, narratives, figurative language, and other means. Your goal is to call attention to the problem in a way that personally engages your audience. 

2. Propose a solution to the problem. Depending on the topic, your proposal may be very specific in a step-by-step sense or more general. You must convince your audience that the problem can not only be solved but also that your proposed solution is the best way to do it. (This is where your thesis will appear.) 

3. Write a justification that shows why your proposal should be enacted. Here causal argumentation skills will come in handy (Chap 11), as will an ability to make ethical arguments based on principles and consequences (Chap 15). Arguing by analogy or precedent may also be effective in a justification (Chap 12). 

This essay must also contain a summary and rebuttal of opposing views and/or alternative ways of solving the problem. The opposition may deny that a problem exists or that your solution is effective. They may also claim that your proposal costs too much or that other solutions are more valid. Don’t forget that people are resistant to change and that the burden of proof rests on you to show the audience that there is a problem and that your solution is in their best interest. 

On pp 321-323 our text suggests ways first to explore ideas for proposal issues, next to organize the argument, and subsequently to revise it. Use MLA format for parenthetical citations and your works cited page (Chap 17). You must use a minimum of six research sources. You should try to consult both secondary and primary sources, and these sources should be substantive and reliable. 

Complementary journal assignment: 
Write a letter to your instructor identifying the problem issue you have chosen for this essay. Include in the letter a one-to-two page account of what you already know, assume, or imagine to be true about your problem issue. Explain why you are intrigued by this particular topic. Include such information as why you believe a problem exists, and what kind of solution you hope to propose for the problem. (This may be fairly hazy at this point.) Conclude by explaining how you plan to proceed with researching the issue. 

