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This document outlines the MLA guidelines for citations, both in-text and in a reference list, for some of 
the most commonly used sources. The following examples are interpretations; there are different ways a 
citation can be written. If you have any questions concerning a citation, ask your instructor or use the 
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers for more information and examples: 
 
Modern Language Association of America. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7

th
 ed. New 

York: The Modern Language Association of America, 2009. Print. 

 

Parenthetical References in the Text of a Paper 
 
Parenthetical references are used to acknowledge your use of borrowed material. You do this by placing, 
in parentheses, the author’s last name and the page number of the work from which you have borrowed 
or quoted material. Parenthetical references for Web sources are cited just like printed works except they 
will often not have pages. Because parenthetical references are so brief, they must always be 
accompanied by a list of Works Cited. The Works Cited list appears at the end of your paper and contains 
the complete publishing information for all the items mentioned in your parenthetical references. 
 
(See pages 213-232 in the MLA Handbook for more information on citing sources in the text.) 
 
 

Placement and Punctuation Guidelines 
 
1. Keep the parenthetical references as brief as possible. Do this by inserting the author’s last name and 

a page number in parentheses after the statement you are documenting.  In general, place the 
parenthetical reference at the end of the sentence before the final period: 

  
 “A large percentage of jobs in Detroit are connected to the automobile industry” (Franks 25). 
 
2. If you include the author’s name in a sentence, you need only put the page number of the reference in 

the parentheses: 
 
 Franks noted that many Detroit workers were employed by the auto industry (25). 
 
3. If you are citing an entire work rather than a specific passage or section, omit any parenthetical 

reference and give the author’s last name in your sentence: 
 
 Throughout his book, Franks argues that cities must rely on a diversified industrial base. 
 
4. In some cases, it may be clearer to place the reference within the sentence. In such cases, place the 

reference at the end of a clause, but before the comma that would normally occur: 
  
 The outbreak of World War I was inevitable according to Nelson (305), but other historians do not 

agree. 
 
5. When your reference is used to document a quotation of four or more lines, always indent these lines 

(by two tabs) from the rest of the text, and place the reference at the end of the quoted passage but 
after the final period. 

 
For Louis Levine, a visit to the coronary care unit was not easy: 
 
 The days dragged on. Although resolving to follow my doctor’s advice unquestioningly, I 

became increasingly impatient. I wanted to flee from the hospital room and return to my 

wife, children, home and legal practice. I was confined to my bed and room for the next 

Modern Language Association (MLA) Style Guidelines 
(From the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed.) 
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ten days. The only privileges I had were to sit on the side of my bed with my feet dangling 

and to use the bathroom. (Levine 55-56) 

6. Always start a parenthetical reference with the first word used  in the work cited entry (usually the 
author’s name or the first word in title). By using this word you make the link between your specific 
parenthetical reference and the specific item or resource in your Works Cited list because the reader 
will be able to locate the full entry for your work alphabetically. 

 
 

Examples of Parenthetical References 
 

The following parenthetical references cover various situations and different types of sources that 
parenthetical references may be used. The author examples apply to periodical articles as well as books. 
 
1. A single work by one author 
Use last name and page number: (Levine 56). 
 
2. A work by an author of two or more works you are using 
Use last name, comma, short title and relevant page numbers: (Grossman, Aesthetics 125). 
 
3. A work by an author with the same last name as another author in your list of Works Cited 
Supply first name: (Louis Levine 317). 
 
4. A work by more than one author 
Two authors: (Hill and Strober 41). 
Three or more authors: (Hiller, et al. 47). 
 
5. A multivolume work 
Indicate volume used as well as the page number, separated by a colon and space: (Switzer 2: 1205). 
 
6. Work with no author 
Use first word in the title of the article that you used to alphabetize the work in your Works Cited list. If the 
article has only one page, you do not need a page number. If the article is unpaged but is numbered by 
paragraphs, use paragraph numbers. 
 
Article with more than one page: (“Container” 79). 
Article with only one page: (“Economic”). 
Article with no pages, but with paragraph numbers: (“Prisons” pars 23-24). 
 
7. Corporate author or government agency 
You may include author and title (IBM ANNUAL, etc.). It is often best to use information as part of a 
sentence since the citation may be long: (IBM Annual Report 1983. 6). 
 
8. World Wide Web 
Start your parenthetical reference with the first word you used for the entry in your Works Cited list.  

• If your document is paged, use the page number. Do not use the page number of a printout 
because this pagination can vary depending upon font and printer.  

• If your work is numbered with paragraphs, use the paragraph numbers. (Brown, pars 22-23). A 
comma is needed if your citation starts with an author.  

• If your citation begins with a title, then omit the comma (“Peril” par. 24). If you have no page and 
no paragraph numbers, then use the first word of the title of the resource (“CyberDiet”). These 
two examples suppose you have titles of documents so the first word is in quotation marks. 

 
9. More than one work in a single parenthetical reference 
Use normal pattern but separate each citation with a semicolon: (Faster 62; Jones 85). 
 

DON’T FORGET: All parenthetical references must be documented with full 
publishing information in the list of Works Cited at the end of your research paper. 
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Works Cited List at the End of a Paper 
 
In MLA style, a Works Cited list appears at the end of the research paper and starts on a separate page 
that is titled “Works Cited.” The pages are numbered as a continuation of the text. The citations should be 
in a hanging indent format, meaning that the first line of each reference is aligned with the left margin 
and subsequent lines are indented. Remember that citations need to be listed in alphabetical order by the 
author’s last name and double-spaced in your final Works Cited list.  
 
(See pages 123-212 in the MLA Handbook for more information on the Works Cited list.) 
 
 

BOOKS 
 
To cite information found in a book, include: 

1. Author’s name (can also be the editor, compiler, translator or corporate author; personal names 
must be inverted, i.e. Bette Novit Evans turns into Evans, Bette Novit) 

2. Book title (in italics) 
3. Edition of the book (ignore if it is the first edition) 
4. Volume number(s) used (only for multi-volume works) 
5. City (not the state!) where the book was published; if several cities are listed in the book, give 

only the first one listed 
6. Publisher’s Name 
7. Year of publication 
8. Medium of publication (e.g. Print) 

 
For E-Book from online research database  or website, add: 

9. Title of the database or website (in italics) 
10. Medium of publication (e.g. Web) 
11. Date of access (e.g. 21 Oct. 2005) 

 
Basic punctuation format for print books: 
Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. Book Title. City where it was published: Publisher’s Name, 

Year of publication. Medium of publication. 

Basic punctuation format for e- books and online books: 
Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. Book Title. City where it was published: Publisher’s Name, 

Year of publication. Title of database or website. Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Examples: 
ONE AUTHOR 
Kirby, David.  What is a Book? Athens: U of Georgia P, 2002. Print. 

TWO OR THREE AUTHORS 
Broer, Lawrence R., and Gloria Holland.  Hemingway and Women: Female Critics and the Female Voice. 

Tuscaloosa: U of Alabama P, 2002. Print. 

MORE THAN THREE AUTHORS 
Plag, Ingo, et al. Introduction to English Linguistics. Berlin: Mouton, 2007. Print. 
 
AUTHOR and EDITOR 
Shakespeare, William. The Tragedy of Hamlet. Ed. George L. Kittridge. New York: Gin, 1939. Print. 
 
EDITOR OR COMPILER 
Spafford, Peter, comp. and ed. Interference: The Story of Czechoslavakia in the Words of Its Writers. 

Cheltenham: New Clarion, 1992.  Print. 

 

Note 1: Not all books will have all 
of the components listed; go 
down the list and include all the 
components you can find.   
 

Note 2: Use only one medium of 
publication per citation.  For e-
books from online research 
database entries, ignore step 8. 
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Note 1: When citing well-known encyclopedias 
and dictionaries that frequently appear in new 
editions (e.g. World Book Encyclopedia, 
Encyclopedia Britannica, Encyclopedia 
Americana, Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate 
Dictionary, Oxford English Dictionary, etc.), do 
not give full publication information; list only the 
edition, year of publication, and medium of 
publication consulted. 
 

Note 2: If the encyclopedia or dictionary 
arranges its articles alphabetically, volume and 
page numbers may be omitted. 

EDITION 
Lefkowitz, Mary R. Women in Greek Myth.  2

nd
 ed. Baltimore: John Hopkins UP, 2007. Print. 

 
SEVERAL VOLUMES 
Blanco, Richard L., ed. The American Revolution, 1775-1783: An Encyclopedia. 2 vols. Hamden: 

Garland, 1993. Print. 

ESSAY, ARTICLE, OR STORY IN AN ANTHOLOGY OR COLLECTION 
Allende, Isabel. “Toad’s Mouth.” Trans. Margaret Sayers Penden. A Hammock beneath the Mangoes: 

Stories from Latin America. Ed. Thomas Colchie. New York: Plume, 1992. 83-88. Print. 

E-BOOK / BOOK FROM ONLINE DATABASE  
Parker, Richard G. and Peter Aggleton. Culture, Society and Sexuality: A Reader. 2

nd
 ed. London: Taylor 

& Routledge, 2007. NetLibrary. Web. 24 June 2009. 

BOOK ON THE INTERNET  
Cascardi, Anthony J. Ideologies of History in the Spanish Golden Age.  University Park: Pennsylvania 

State UP, 1997. Penn State Romance Studies. Web. 12 Mar. 2007. 

 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OR DICTIONARY ARTICLES 

 
To cite information found in a print encyclopedia or dictionary, include: 

1. Author's name (inverted i.e. Edward Sapir turns into Sapir, Edward) 
If there is an author for the article, it is usually found at the end of the article. Sometimes, articles 
are signed only with the author's initials. Those initials will be identified elsewhere in the 
encyclopedia -- look for the full name there. 

2. Article title (enclosed in quotation marks) 
3. Encyclopedia or Dictionary title (in italics) 
4. Editor name (i.e. Ed. Joseph R. Strayer.) 
5. Edition number (if stated. i.e. 10th ed.) 
6. Volume Number(s) (i.e. Vol. 4.) 
7. City (not state!) where the encyclopedia is 

published 
8. Publisher's Name 
9. Year of publication 
10. Page numbers on which the article appeared 

(only include if the encyclopedia does not 
arrange its articles alphabetically). 

11. Medium of publication (i.e. Print) 
 

For encyclopedia or dictionary article from online research databases, add: 
12. Title of the database (in italics) 
13. Medium of publication (i.e. Web) 
14. Date of access (e.g. 21 Oct. 2005) 

 
Basic punctuation format for print encyclopedias and dictionaries: 
Author's Last Name, Author's First Name. "Article Title." Encyclopedia or Dictionary Title. Editor's name. 

Edition number. Volume number(s). City where encyclopedia is published: Publisher's Name, 

Year of publication. Page numbers. Medium of publication. 

Basic punctuation format for encyclopedias and dictionaries from online research databases: 
Author's Last Name, Author's First Name. "Article Title." Encyclopedia or Dictionary Title. Editor's name. 

Edition number. Volume number(s). City where encyclopedia is published: Publisher's Name, 

Note 3: Use only one medium of publication 
per citation.  For online research database 
entries, ignore step 11. 
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Year of publication. Page numbers. Title of database or website. Medium of publication. Date of 

access. 

Examples: 
ARTICLE WITH AUTHOR IN A GENERAL ENCYCLOPEDIA 
Brodsky, Arthur R. “Telegraph.” The World Book Encyclopedia. 2005 ed. Print. 

ARTICLE WITHOUT AUTHOR IN A GENERAL ENCYCLOPEDIA 
“Japan.” The Encyclopedia Americana. 2004 ed. Print. 
  
ARTICLE WITH AUTHOR IN SUBJECT ENCYCLOPEDIA THAT IS ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY 
Allen, Anita L. “Privacy in Health Care.” Encyclopedia of Bioethics. Ed. Stephen G. Post. 3

rd
 ed. Vol. 4 

New York: Macmillan-Thomson, 2004. Print. 

ARTICLE WITH AUTHOR IN SUBJECT ENCYCLOPEDIA NOT ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY 
Nguyen, Phong T. “Vietnam.” The Garland Encyclopedia of World Music. Eds. Terry E. Miller and Sean 

Williams. Vol 4. New York: Garland Publishing, 1998. 444-517. Print. 

ARTICLE FROM AN ENCYCLOPEDIA IN AN ONLINE RESEARCH DATABASE 
Best, Robin and Andrew Campbell. "Sea Anemones and Jellyfishes." The Encyclopedia of Underwater 

Life. Ed. Andrew Campbell & John Dawes. Oxford University Press, 2007. Oxford Reference 

Online.  Web. 17 Oct. 2008. 

 
PERIODICAL ARTICLES FROM PRINT OR MICROFORM 

 
To cite print or microform articles, include: 

1. Author’s name (inverted i.e. Jeff Manza turns into Manza, Jeff) 
2. Article title (in quotation marks) 
3. Periodical title (in italics, no period after title) 
4. Date of publication  

For scholarly journals: use volume number and issue number (if available) with a period in 
between them, and the year in parentheses; e.g. 121.1 (2006) 
For other periodicals: use the day, month, and year (as available); e.g. 27 July 1953 

5. Page number that the article begins on or page range (if available) 
6. Medium of publication (i.e. Print or Microform) 

 
Basic punctuation format for print and microform periodical articles: 
Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Article Title.” Periodical Title date of publication: page 

number(s).  Medium of publication. 

Examples: 
SCHOLARLY JOURNAL ARTICLE 
Barthelme, Frederick. “Architecture.” Kansas Quarterly 13.3-4 (1981): 77-80. Print. 

Hayes, William C. “Most Ancient Egypt.” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 23 (1964): 217-74. Microform. 
 
MAGAZINE ARTICLE  
Taves, Isabella. “Lady in a Jet.” Reader’s Digest Aug. 1955: 68-71. Print. 
 
Weintraub, Arlene, and Laura Cohen.  “A Thousand-Year Plan for Nuclear Waste.” Business Week 6 May 

2002: 94-96. Microform. 
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
Dwyer, Jim. “Yeats Meets the Digital Age, Full of Passionate Intensity.” New York Times 20 July 2008, 

early ed., Arts and Leisure sec.: 1+. Print. 

McKay, Peter A. “Stocks Feel the Dollar’ s Weight.” Wall Street Journal 4 Dec. 2006: C1+. Microform. 
 

 
PERIODICAL ARTICLES FROM ONLINE RESEARCH DATABASES 

 
To cite articles found in online research databases, include: 

1. Author’s name (inverted i.e. Jeff Manza turns into Manza, Jeff) 
2. Article title (in quotation marks) 
3. Periodical title (in italics, no period after title) 
4. Date of publication  

For scholarly journals: use volume number and issue number (if available) with a period in 
between them, and the year in parentheses; e.g. 121.1 (2006) 
For other periodicals: use the day, month, and year (as available); e.g. 27 July 1953 

5. Page number that the article begins on or page range (if available) 
6. Title of the database or website (in italics) 
7. Medium of publication (i.e. Web) 
8. Date of access (e.g. 21 Oct. 2005) 

 
Basic punctuation format for periodical articles found in online research databases or websites: 
Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Article Title.” Periodical Title date of publication: page 

number(s).  Title of database. Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Examples: 
The examples here are taken from databases available at CRC. Other libraries offer different databases.  
 
ACADEMIC SEARCH PREMIER 
Kashatus, William C., and Tom Huntington. "The Christiana Tragedy." American History 37.4 (2002): 48. 

Academic Search Premier. Web. 3 Sep. 2008. 

COUNTRYWATCH (unsigned example – if article is signed, include author name) 
“South Africa Concerned About Arming of Cote d’Ivoire Rebels.” Xinhua News Agency 4 Oct. 2002. 

CountryWatch. Web. 5 Feb. 2004. 

CQ RESEARCHER 
Masci, David. “Confronting Iraq.” The CQ Researcher. 25 Nov. 2001. The CQ Researcher. Web. 5 Feb. 

2004. 

ERIC  
Wang, Hsiu-Yuan, and Yi-Shun Wang. "Gender Differences in the Perception and Acceptance of Online 

Games." British Journal of Educational Technology 39.5 (2008): 787-806. ERIC. Web. 17 Oct. 

2008. 

JSTOR 
Elizabeth, Vivienne. “Cohabitation, Marriage, and the Unruly Consequences of Difference.” Gender and 

Society. 14.1 (2000): 87-110. JSTOR. Web. 18 Nov. 2008. 
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LEXIS NEXIS ACADEMIC 
Crook, Frank. "Heroes of 1930s Still Slaying the Monsters." The Daily Telegraph 18 June 2007: 71. Lexis 

Nexis Academic. Web. 3 Sept. 2008. 

NEWSPAPER SOURCE/SACRAMENTO BEE 
Kolber, Michael. “San Juan to Restore Top Salaries.” The Sacramento Bee 26 May 2005. Newspaper 

Source. Web. 10 Sep 2008. 

OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS 
McGowan, Richard A. "A Short History of Gambling in the United States." Contemporary Issues 

Companion: Legalized Gambling. Ed. David M. Haugen. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2006. 

Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Web. 3 Sep. 2008. 

RIA CHECKPOINT (unsigned example – if article is signed, include author name) 
"IRS Grants Moratorium on Enforcement Actions on AMT Liability Due to Exercise of ISOs." Federal 

Taxes Weekly Alert Newsletter 54.36 (2008). RIA Checkpoint. Web. 3 Sept. 2008. 

SCIENCE DIRECT 
Holmes, Bob. "Flapping Closer to Explaining the Evolution of Bat Flight." The New Scientist 199.2664 

(2008): 16. Science Direct. Web. 3 Sept. 2008.  

 
OTHER INFORMATION FROM AN ONLINE RESEARCH DATABASE 

 
COUNTRYWATCH (Country Report) 
"Germany." CountryWatch. 2008. CountryWatch. Web. 25 Feb. 2008. 

LITERARY REFERENCE CENTER (Book) 
"Shel Silverstein." Censorship (Ready Reference series). Pasadena: Salem Press, 1997. Literary 

Reference Center. Web. 17 Oct. 2008. 

LITERARY REFERENCE CENTER (Poem) 
Williams, William Carlos. "The Red Wheelbarrow." Explicator 40.4 (1982): 40. Literary Reference Center. 

Web. 17 Oct. 2008. 

LITERARY REFERENCE CENTER (Reference Book) 
Shuman, R. Baird. "Langston Hughes." Research Guide to Biography & Criticism. 1985: 599-602. Literary 

Reference Center. Web. 17 Oct. 2008. 

LITERARY REFERENCE CENTER (Review) 
Rawlinson, Nora and Barbara Hoffert. "The Things They Carried (Book)." Rev. of The Things They 

Carried, by Tim O'Brien. Library Journal 114.19 (1989): 68. Literary Reference Center. Web. 17 

Oct. 2008. 

LITERARY REFERENCE CENTER (Short Story) 
Lisicky, Paul. "This is the Day." Gulf Coast: A Journal of Literature & Fine Arts 20.2 (2008): 136-140. 

Literary Reference Center. Web. 17 Oct. 2008. 
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OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY  
"Cyborg." Oxford English Dictionary Online. June 2008. Oxford English Dictionary. Web. 3 Oct. 2008. 

 
ARTWORK FROM AN ONLINE RESEARCH DATABASE 

 
To cite artwork found on an online research database, include: 

1. Artist's name (inverted i.e. Jeff Manza turns into Manza, Jeff) 
2. Artwork title (in italics) 
3. Date of composition (if year is unknown, then write N.d.) 
4. Name of the institution that houses the work (e.g. a museum) or name of the private collection 

that owns it (e.g. Collection of….)  
Note: if the collector is unknown or wants to be anonymous, use Private Collection without a city 
name. 

5. City where institution or collection is located 
6. Title of the database (in italics) 
7. Medium of publication (i.e. Web) 
8. Date of access (e.g. 21 Oct. 2005) 

 
Basic punctuation format for artwork from an online research database: 
Artist’s Last Name, Artist’s First Name. Artwork Title. Date artwork was composed. Name of Institution or 

Collection that Owns the Artwork, City where Institution or Collection is located. Title of the 

Database. Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Example: 
ARTSTOR 
Hooper, Edward. House by the Railroad. 1925. Museum of Modern Art, New York. ARTstor. Web. 29 

Sept. 2008. 

SOUND RECORDINGS 

 
To cite sound recordings, include: 
1. Name of performer, composer, conductor, or 

ensemble (list only one; personal names are inverted, 
i.e. Jeff Manza turns into Manza, Jeff) 

2. Title of song in quotation marks (only use if citing a 
specific song, otherwise, skip this step) 

3. Title of the recording or the title of the included works (in italics) 
4. Name of artist or artists (only if it is different from the person in item #1; leave blank if it is the same) 
5. Name of publisher or manufacturer 
6. Year of issue (if year is unknown, write n.d.) 
7. Medium of publication (i.e. CD, Audiocassette, Audiotape, LP, etc.) 
 
For sound recordings from database, also include: 
8. Title of the database (in italics) 
9. Medium of publication (i.e. Web) 
10. Date of access (e.g. 21 Oct. 2005) 
 
Basic punctuation format for sound recordings: 
Name of performer, composer, conductor, or ensemble. “Title of Song.” Title of the Recording or Title of 

Included Works. Name of artist. Name of publisher/manufacturer, date. Medium of publication. 

Basic punctuation format for sound recordings found on the online research databases: 

Note 1: the person you cite first in the 
citation depends on your desired 
emphasis.  

 

Note 2: Use only one medium of 
publication per citation.  For online 
research database entries, ignore step 7. 
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Name of performer, composer, conductor, or ensemble. “Title of Song.” Title of the recording or title of 

included works. Name of artist. Name of publisher/manufacturer, date. Title of database. Medium 

of publication. Date of access. 

Examples:  
Joplin, Scott. Treemonisha. Perf. Carmen Balthrop, Betty Allen, and Curtis Rayam. Houston Grand Opera 

Orch. and Chorus. Cond. Gunther Schuller. Deutsche Grammophon, 1976. Audiocassette. 

 
CITING A SONG 
Journey. "Don’t Stop Believing." Escape. Columbia, 1981. LP.  
 
NAXOS MUSIC LIBRARY (no date given) 
 
Tchaikovsky, Pyotr I. The Seasons. Perf. Ilya Rachkovsky. Naxos, n.d. Naxos Music Library. Web. 16 

Oct. 2008. 

 
VIDEOS 

 
To cite a video or film, include: 

1. Title of video or film (in italics) 
2. Name of director  

Optional: You may include other data that seem 
pertinent here, such as the names of the 
screenwriter, performers, producer, etc. 

3. Name of distributor 
4. Year of release 
5. Medium of publication (e.g. Film, DVD, Videocassette, LD, etc.) 

 
For a video found on the Internet, also include: 

6. Title of the website (in italics) 
7. Medium of publication (i.e. Web) 
8. Date of access (e.g. 21 Oct. 2005) 

 
Basic punctuation format for a video or film: 
Title of video or film. Name of director. Name of Performer(s). Name of Screenwriter. Name of distributor, 

year of release. Medium of publication. 

Basic punctuation format for a video or film found on the Internet: 
Title of video or film. Name of director. Name of Performer(s). Name of Screenwriter. Name of distributor, 

year of release. Title of the website. Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Examples: 
It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, and Thomas 

Mitchell. RKO, 1946. Film. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS (DUBBED OR SUBTITLED IN ENGLISH) 
Like Water for Chocolate [Como agua para chocolate]. Screenplay by Laura Esquivel. Dir. Alfonso Arau. 

Perf. Lumi Cavazos, Marco Lombardi, and Regina Torne. Miramax, 1993. Film. 

VIDEO FOUND ON THE INTERNET 
The Great Train Robbery. Dir. Edward Porter. Thomas Edison, 1903. Internet Archive. Web. 5 June 2008. 

Note 1: List the names of the director, 
screenwriter, performers, producers, 
etc., in the order of importance, 
depending on your desired emphasis. 

Note 2: Use only one medium of 
publication per citation.  For online 
research database entries, ignore step 5. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
 

To cite a government publication, include: 
1. Author or government agency (see notes 1 and 

2). If it is a personal name, it needs to be 
inverted (i.e. Hillary Rodham Clinton turns into 
Clinton, Hillary Rodham) 

2. Title of the publication (in italics) 
3. If citing congressional documents, include the 

number and session of Senate or House of 
Representatives, and the type (e.g. bills, resolutions, 
reports, documents, etc.) and number of the 
publication 

4. City where the document is published (most federal 
publications are published in Washington, D.C. by 
the Government Printing Office or the GPO.) 

5. Publisher’s name 
6. Year of publication 
7. Medium of publication (e.g. Print) 

 
For a government publication found on the Internet, add: 

8. Title of website (in italics) 
9. Medium of publication (e.g. Web) 
10. Date of access (e.g. 21 Oct. 2005) 

 
Basic punctuation format for a government publication: 
Name of author or government agency. Title of publication. Senate or House information. City where it is 

published: Publisher Name, year of publication. Medium of publication. 

Basic punctuation format for a government publication found on the Internet: 
Name of author or government agency. Title of publication. Senate or House information. City where it is 

published: Publisher name, year of publication. Title of website. Medium of publication. Date of 

access. 

PRINT U.S. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
New York State. Committee on State Prisons. Investigation of the New York State Prisons. 1883. New 

York: Arno, 1974. Print. 

United States. Cong. House. Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. Al-Qaeda: The Many Faces of 

an Islamist Extremist Threat. 109
th
 Cong., 2

nd
 sess. H. Rept. 615. Washington: GPO, 2006. Print. 

PRINT FOREIGN GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Great Britain. Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food. Our Countryside, the Future: A Fair Deal for 

Rural England. London: HMSO, 2000. Print. 

United Nations. Consequences of Rapid Population Growth in Developing Countries. New York: Taylor, 

1991. Print. 

ONLINE GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS  
Snyder, Howard N. Law Enforcement and Juvenile Crime. United States. Dept. of Justice. Office of 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 2001. National Criminal Justice Reference Service. 

Web. 15 May 2008. 

Note 1: If publication has no author, cite the 
name of the government, followed by the 
name of the agency as the author. For 
example: 
     California. Dept. of Industrial Relations.  
     United States. Cong. House. 

Note 2: If the publication has a 
person as an author, you may decide 
to either list the person as the author 
on your citation or list the government 
agency as the author, depending on 
your desired emphasis. 
 
Note 3: Use only one medium of 
publication per citation.  For website 
entries, ignore step 7. 
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MAPS 
 

To cite a map, include: 
1. Map title (in italics) 
2. Descriptive label (i.e. map or chart) 
3. City where the map was published 
4. Publisher’s Name 
5. Year of publication 
6. Medium of publication (e.g. Print) 

 

To cite an online map, include: 
1. Map title (in quotation marks) 
2. Descriptive label (i.e. map or chart) 
3. Title of the website (in italics) 
4. Publisher or sponsor of the website 
5. Date of publication (day, month, year, as 

available). 
6. Medium of publication (e.g. Print) 
7. Date of access 

 
Basic punctuation format for a print map: 
Map Title. Descriptive label. City where the map was published: Publisher’s Name, year of publication. 

Medium of publication. 

Basic punctuation format for a map found on the Internet: 
“Map Title.” Descriptive label. Title of website. Name of Website’s Publisher or Sponsor, date of 

publication. Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Examples: 
PRINT 
Capetown, Calif. Map. Denver: U. S. Geological Survey, 1969. Print. 
 
ONLINE 
“Maplewood, New Jersey.” Map. Google Maps. Google, 15 May 2008. Web. 15 May 2008. 

 

 
INTERVIEWS 

 
For information on citing interviews that are published or broadcast on television, consult the MLA 
Handbook. To cite an interview conducted by the researcher, the sequence of your citation should consist 
of the following: 

1. Name of the person interviewed 
2. Kind of interview (Personal, Telephone) 
3. Date of interview 

 
Example: 
Smith, Mary. Telephone interview. 15 May 1999. 
 
 

INTERNET SITES (WORLD WIDE WEB) 
 
To cite files from the World Wide Web, the sequence of your citation should consist of the following: 

1. Author’s name, if known (inverted i.e. Jeff Manza turns into Manza, Jeff) 
2. Full title of the document in quotation marks (if it is part of a larger work) 
3. Descriptive label as needed or as available (i.e. home page, editorial, etc.) 
4. Title of the complete work  or overall website if it is distinct from item 2 (in italics) 
5. Publisher or sponsor of the website (use N.p. if that info isn’t available) 
6. Date of publication (day, month, and year, as available; use n.d. if there is no date) 
7. Medium of publication (i.e. Web) 
8. Date of access 

 
Punctuation format for above information: 
Author’s Name. “Title of Web Page or Document.” Title of Website. Publisher or Sponsor of Website, Date 

of publication. Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Examples: 
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GENERAL WEB SITES 
Committee on Scholarly Editions. “Guidelines for Editors of Scholarly Editions.” Modern Language 

Association. MLA, 25 Sept. 2007. Web. 15 May 2008. 

“Verb Tenses.” Chart. The OWL at Purdue. Purdue U Online Writing Lab, 2001. Web. 15 May 2008. 

ARTICLE IN AN INTERNET PERIODICAL OR MAGAZINE  
Green, Joshua. “The Rove Presidency.” The Atlantic.com. Atlantic Monthly Group, Sept. 2007. Web. 15 

May 2008. 

Tyre, Peg. “Standardized Tests in College?” Newsweek. Newsweek, 16 Nov. 2007. Web. 15 May 2008. 

ARTICLE IN A NEWSPAPER ON THE INTERNET 
Kasler, Dale and Robert Lewis. “Budget Crisis: State to Begin Handing Out IOUs.” Sacramento Bee. 

Sacramento Bee, 30 June 2009. Web. 1 July 2009.  

“The Scientists Speak.” Editorial. New York Times. New York Times, 20 Nov. 2007. Web. 15 May 2008. 
 
ARTICLE IN NEWSCAST ON THE INTERNET 
“Hourly News Summary.” National Public Radio. Natl. Public Radio, 20 July 2007. Web. 20 July 2007. 

Quade, Alex. “Elite Team Rescues Troops behind Enemy Lines.” CNN.com. Cable News Network, 19 

Mar. 2007. Web. 15 May 2008. 

POEM ON THE INTERNET 
Bishop, Elizabeth. “Filling Station.” Poems by Elizabeth Bishop. PoemHunter.com, n.d. Web. 29 June 

2009. 

Li, Bo. “Drinking Alone Under the Moon.” Trans. Rewi Allen. Poet Seers, n.d. Web. 28 May 2009. 

BLOGS, POSTINGS, AND DISCUSSION BOARDS ON THE INTERNET 
Cobban, Helena. “Israel’s Settlements: Beyond the Freeze.” ‘Just World News’ with Helena Cobban. 29 

June 2009. Web. 29 June 2009. 

Wilson, Mark. “Japan Building Another Gigantic Robot: Tetsujin.” Gizmodo: the Gadget Blog. 29 June 

2009. Web. 29 June 2009. 

 
E-MAIL AND LISTSERV MESSAGES 

 
To cite an e-mail message, include: 

1. Name of the writer 
2. Title of message (if any) taken from the subject line and enclosed in quotation marks 
3. A description of the message that includes the recipient (e.g. Message to the author) 
4. Date of message 
5. Medium of delivery 

 
Examples: 
Boyle, Anthony T. “Re: Utopia.” Message to Daniel J. Cahill. 21 June 1997. E-mail. 
 
Harner, James L. Message to the author. 20 Aug. 2002. E-mail. 

  


