Press Release 
Contact: Heather Hutcheson
916.691.7492 or hutcheh@crc.losrios.edu
Students at Cosumnes River College Take Part in a Day of Silence

Sacramento, CA, April 15, 2011: Get ready for the campus to be a little quieter. On April 15, students at Cosumnes River College will hold a Day of Silence to protest the discrimination, harassment and abuse—in effect the silencing—faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and other students and their allies in schools.

The Day of Silence, hosted by the Social Responsibility Committee. Participants will be silent on April 15, wearing stickers and passing out ‘speaking cards’ that read:

"Please understand my reasons for not speaking today. I am participating in the Day of Silence, a national youth movement protesting the silence faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and their allies in schools. My deliberate silence echoes that silence, which is caused by harassment, prejudice, and discrimination. I believe that ending the silence is the first step toward fighting these injustices. Think about the voices you are not hearing today. What are you going to do to end the silence?"

The Day of Silence is especially relevant to Cosumnes River College because we are a diverse campus community and we need to protest intolerance of any kind.  The Social Responsibility Committee hopes that this event will work towards ending some of the silence and hatred many students face.  A National School Climate Survey found that more than 9 out of 10 LGBT students report verbal, sexual or physical harassment at school and 30% report missing at least a day of school in the past month out of fear for their personal safety (GLSEN). Visit www.dayofsilence.org.
The Day of Silence is one way students and their allies are promoting tolerance and making bullying, harassment and name-calling unacceptable in this post-Prop. 8 world.
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At CRC we strive to keep our campus community free of bias, discrimination, and intolerance. Safe Spaces on campus are where anyone who feels threatened or otherwise unsafe can seek assistance and support regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, religious affiliation, veteran's status, or political views. The Safe Spaces program works in conjunction with our police services, administration, and counseling center as an additional resource for individuals to discuss, and act upon, situations of intolerance and bias. Safe Spaces on campus are academic division/area offices, the Counseling Center, and individual staff and faculty offices displaying the SAFE SPACE sticker.

Agenda for the Day  

9-12

Pick up materials and refreshments in the Music Quad
9-12

Silence
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12

Breaking the Silence Celebration 

Music and Poetry


