 (
join us as we explore
)The CRC Social Responsibility Committee 
is proud to present the Fall 2009 semester
Second Wednesdays Film Series in SOC 158

Wednesday, September 9, 2009, 12-1:30 p.m.
In Debt We Trust – 98 min. Director Danny Schecter 
Just a few decades ago, owing more money than you had in your bank account was the exception, not the rule. Yet, in the last ten years, consumer debt has doubled and, for the first time, Americans are spending more than they're saving—or making. This April, award-winning former ABC News and CNN producer Danny Schechter investigates America's mounting debt crisis in his latest hard-hitting expose, In Debt We Trust. One expert in the film goes so far as to dub this "twenty-first-century serfdom."

Wednesday, October 14, 2009, 12-1:30 p.m.
Working Women of the World – 53 mins. Director Marie France Collard
Focusing on Levi Strauss & Co., Working Women of the World follows the relocation of garment production from Western countries to nations such as Indonesia, the Philippines, and Turkey, where low wages are the rule and employee rights are nonexistent. Behind the new gospel of free trade are the real lives of women in the North and South. Filmed in Indonesia, the Philippines, Turkey, France, and Belgium, Working Women of the World puts these women's stories into the larger history and development of globalization.

Wednesday, November 11, 2009, 12-1:30 p.m.
VILLAGE HOPECORE: Ending Poverty in Kenya with Small Loans, Training, and Trust – 40 min. Directors Jake Eakle, Becca Heitz and Myles Lawrence-Briggs
This is an extraordinary work by three high school seniors who shot seventeen hours of footage during one week with villagers in Chogoria, Kenya, about how microlending works in rural Africa, as well as a warm and intimate look at village life. Microlending means making small, low interest, no collateral loans to rural poor to start income generating businesses, improving the local economy and, as loans are repaid, creating a self-perpetuating fund.  Microlending is the most important recent advance in the eradication of poverty. 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009, 12-1:30 p.m.
The Pursuit of Happyness – 117 min. Director Gabrielle Muccino
 (
change
)Will Smith stars in the inspirational true story of Chris Gardner, a San Francisco salesman who's struggling to make ends meet. When his girlfriend Linda (Thandie Newton) walks out, Chris is left to raise their five-year-old son Christopher (Jaden Smith) on his own. Chris' determination finally pays off when he lands an unpaid internship in a brutally competitive stockbroker-training program, where only one in twenty interns will make the cut. But without a salary, Chris and his son are evicted from their apartment and are forced to sleep on the street, in homeless shelters and even behind the locked doors of a metro station bathroom.  This film is about rising above financial obstacles.
