[image: image1.png]v
| -

COSUMNMNES
RIVER COLLEGE

Los Rios Community College District





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 24, 2007

Contact: Kristie West

Phone: (916) 691-7199

Email: westk@crc.losrios.edu
CRC Students Excel at State Welding Competition

Competing against approximately 200 other welding students, three of Cosumnes River College’s best took home top prizes at the 40th Annual State Leadership Conference and Skills USA Championship in Riverside, California recently.

The event, which took place April 18-22, 2007, tested the students in OAW Oxygen Acetylene Welding, SMAW Shielded Metal Arc Welding, and GMAW Gas Metal Arc Welding. Dustin Johnson won the gold medal in Gas Metal Arc Welding, first place winner in the state of California.  Dustin won an auto darkening welding hood.  Thomas Gerrity won the silver medal in Shielded Metal Arc Welding, second place winner in the state of California, and Celeste Fountain won the bronze medal in Oxygen-Acetylene Welding (OAW). Celeste won an oxygen-acetylene cutting and welding torch setup worth $350 dollars, a set she had been saving up to buy herself.  

“I am very proud of Thomas Gerrity, Dustin Johnson and Celeste Fountain,” said Jason Roberts, CRC welding professor.  “The CRC welding program did extremely well for the very first year of competing.  Our students are trained and tested to current welding industry standards, which are strong values of Skills USA.  They studied hard before every event and performed extremely well under stressful situations.  I am already planning for next year with my goal to win the national welding contest in June.  It is well known that industry offers employment to students who make it to the national circuit.”

Skills USA is backed by industries such as Miller Electric and Lincoln Electric Company who are leaders in the welding field. SkillsUSA California is dedicated to helping its members develop solid technical, leadership, and employability skills. In addition, it supports and rewards the efforts of its members through professional development and recognition programs. A non-profit organization, SkillsUSA California is pro-active in developing mutually beneficial relationships with business and industry. 
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