Cosumnes River College (CRC) serves a rapidly growing, increasingly diverse, student population in the Elk Grove and south Sacramento communities.  The nature of this diversity is illustrated by data indicating that during fall 2005 a total of 85.9% of CRC students were from one or more of the following demographic groups that usually under-perform in the academic environment.  In particular:

· 39% were first generation students;

· 50% lived in households that were low income or below the poverty line;

· 33.6% were between 18-20 years of age and over half (59.1%) were below the age of 25; and 

· 29.4% belonged to ethnic minority groups that are traditionally under-represented in higher education (African American, Latino and Native American).

In addition, 

· 39% of incoming students who completed an English writing assessment test placed into a transfer level writing class; and 

· 17% of incoming students who completed a Math assessment test placed into a transfer level mathematics class.

In this context, it is exciting that the college’s performance in each of the accountability indicators has improved or remained stable during this period of rapid growth and demographic change.  In addition, the college’s performance compared with its peers is also relatively strong, as indicated by the fact that the college’s scores cluster around the average in each of the peer groups, with some scores slightly above the average, and an equal number slightly below the average.   

It should be noted that the drop in FTES and headcount from 2003-2004 to 2004-2005 in Table 1.6 reflects the fact that the Folsom Lake Center achieved college status and began reporting data to the MIS system in 2004-05.  This recent separation of data also accounts for some of the more dramatic changes in demographic information contained in Tables 1.7, 1.8, and 1.9.  In addition, the accuracy of the Vocational, Basic Skills and ESL data reflected in Tables 1.3, 1.4, and 1.5 is suspect given coding errors existing for courses offered prior to summer 2005 that have since been corrected.  

The data indicates the college faces some challenges with respect to student success, particularly in the area of basic skills.  Although the long-term effects of this are somewhat mitigated by the college’s strong persistence rates (as reflected in Table 1.2 and by the college’s placement in the peer group for that measure), several initiatives at the college have been implemented to enhance student success.  The college has enhanced its ability to understand students through the development of the Office of College Planning and Research and the Center for the Advancement of Staff and Student Learning.  The college is endeavoring to better meet the needs of students by projects designed to: a) enhance the support of first-time freshman, African-American students and Latino students; b) strengthen the assessment of student learning outcomes; and c) modify the curriculum and delivery methods in beginning algebra. These efforts should help the college achieve its mission of providing opportunities for each student to achieve his or her maximum potential.

