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Purpose and Methodology
This is a summary of results from a survey conducted in Amador County during the spring of 2007.  The survey was designed to provide a profile of the educational goals and interests of respondents and to provide information about the respondents:

· Interest in attending classes at the center;

· Interests with respect to types of courses in which they would enroll;
· Preference about the times they might attend; and

· Interest in enrolling in distance education offerings (via the Internet or TV).
Surveys were sent to 2000 dwellings (out of 15,000 dwellings) in Amador County using a stratified sampling technique based on zip code and dwelling type.  All persons ages 16 and older at these residences were invited to respond to the survey.  Approximately 200 surveys were returned via the mail or via the internet with a response pattern that indicates that in most cases one survey per residence was returned.  The response rate was such that the results derived from the sample have an 8% margin-of-error.  
Caveat

The demographics of the survey respondents indicate that they are not representative of Amador County. In particular, a higher proportion of survey respondents were over the age of 40 and a higher proportion of respondents had obtained advanced educational degrees as compared with the overall population in Amador County.  For this reason, it is not appropriate to utilize the survey data to draw conclusions about the Amador County residents. 
Summary of Important Findings (n = 198)
Enrollment Interests of Survey Respondents 

· Over 70% of the survey respondents were “Likely” or “Extremely Likely” to attend classes at the Amador Learning Center if classes were conducted there.

· Nearly 60% of the survey respondents were interested in taking an Internet-based class at home, with 14% of the respondents indicating that they would take these Internet-based classes at the Amador Learning Center.

· Nearly 70% of the survey respondents were interested in taking a Saturday class at the Amador Learning Center.

· There was more interest in evening classes (60%) as compared with day classes (40%).
· Nearly 40% of the survey respondents were interested in taking a televised class at their home or work setting and nearly 20% were interested in taking a televised class at the Amador Learning Center.

· Over 80% of the survey respondents expressed that they would take up to two classes per semester at the Amador Learning Center.
Educational Goals and Interests of Survey Respondents
· The educational interests were very diverse; in general no single academic area dominated.
· Almost 70% of the respondents indicated that their goal for attendance was personal enrichment, as opposed to general education and transfer preparation or vocational training.
· Over 40% of the respondents were interested in enrolling in classes to enhance their computer skills or to develop personal skills.  Nearly 35% of the respondents wish to learn another language, with Spanish being identified as the preferred language.
Planning Implications

Scheduling/Enrollment

· Course offerings at the Amador Learning Center should strive to meet multiple interests and varied educational goals.
· It may be advisable to have a rotational approach to course offerings at the Center to stimulate growth and interest.

· Efforts should be made to offer computer classes, foreign language and photography classes at the Amador Learning Center.
· Enrollment at the Amador Learning Center may be stronger in the evenings and on the weekends as compared with the days. 

· It may be prudent to investigate partnerships with Adult Education and/or the local high schools in order to build the day enrollment.

· The population base and the diversity of interests in Amador County indicate that growth at the Amador Center may continue at a relatively slow rate. 

Outreach

· The depth and breadth of the college’s online and ITFS offerings need to be advertised more fully to Amador County residents.
· Enhanced advertisement and recruitment for the Amador Center may also be warranted to increase course enrollment.
Next Steps 
· Current enrollment patterns of Amador County residents at the Los Rios Colleges should be reviewed and incorporated into the identification of courses that should be offered at the Amador Learning Center.
· Efforts should be made to coordinate with Amador Unified School District to solicit input from high schools students, particularly those nearing graduation. 
More information about the educational goals, educational interests and demographics of the respondents are detailed below. (Note that in many cases people were able to check more than one item.)  
For further information about the survey results, please contact Kathy McLain, Dean of College Planning and Research at (916) 691-7144. 

Detailed Survey Information
Educational Goals of Survey Respondents

In addition to the 70% of respondents indicating an interest in personal enrichment, 
· 28% of the respondents indicated an interest in Career/Vocational Training 
· 23% of the respondents indicated an interest in earning an Associate Degree
· 19% of the respondents indicated an interest in earning a certificate 
· 15% of the respondents indicated an interest in transfer 
Educational Interests of Survey Respondents
When asked to identify particular areas of interest, several topics were identified. In particular:  
· In the area of computers, 7% of the survey respondents were interested in general computer familiarization courses, 7% were interested in Excel, and 5% were interested in learning more about the Internet;
· In the area of foreign language, 25% of the survey respondents were interested in Spanish and 5% were interested in Italian; 
· In the area of occupational skills, 6% of the respondents were interested in business, and 7% were interested in the medical field;
· In the area of fitness, 7% of the respondents were interested in yoga and 5% were interested in general fitness classes; and
· In the area of personal development, 19% were interested in photography and 16% were interested in art. 
Demographics of Survey Respondents
The graphs below compare the demographics of the survey respondents with similar data from Amador County.
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For further information about the survey results, please contact Kathy McLain, Dean of College Planning and Research at (916) 691-7144. 
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