
C R C  c o m p r i s e s 
approximately 18% of the 
overall Los Rios District 
enrollment. Interestingly,  
over 5,500 of the fall 2009 
LRCCD students attend 
more than one college. 

The College is positioning 
itself to meet the demands 
of growth through facilities 
projects that will expand 
capacity on the campus and 
at a center in Elk Grove.   
We are also continuing to 
e x p a n d  o u r  o n l i n e 
offerings. In 2008-2009 
10% of our enrollments 
consisted of students 
enrolled in exclusively 
online classes.  

Over the past 12 years, the 
enrollment at CRC has 
increased 90% from 8,563 
students in fall 1996 to 

16,235 students in fall 2009.  
During the past four fall terms, 
CRC has experienced a 40% 
increase in enrollment.   

CRC Experiencing Explosive Enrollment Growth  

CRC is an Increasingly Ethnically Diverse College 

CRC is one of the most            
ethnically diverse colleges 
within the Los Rios district. 
Serving the communities of 
South Sacramento, Laguna, 
Elk Grove, Meadowview, as 
well as a five-county area 
f r o m  t h e  g r e a t e r                
Sacramento region, CRC 

serves students from communities 
that are struggling economically 
as well as communities that are 
relatively new and growing at a 
rapid pace.  

This ethnic diversity is  accompa-
nied by first generation status, 
socio-economic, and language 
diversity. More than 90        

languages other 
than English are 
spoken by CRC 
students.     

Sixteen years 
ago, 50% of 
CRC students 
identified them-
selves as persons 
of color (non-
white). Currently 
over 70% of 
CRC’s  students 
are persons of 
color (see below).  

Note: Beginning with the fall 
2009 semester, students 
have had the opportunity to      
declare more than one ethnic 
group,  which makes          
comparison to prior semes-
ters problematic.     

What the Research Office is 
working on this fall: 
 
• PROVIDING A WEB-BASED ACCESS 

TO PROGRAM REVIEW INFORMA-

TIONAL PACKETS TO FACILITATE 
COMPLETION OF THE PROF. 

• ASSISTING WITH THE IMPLEMENTA-

TION OF A WEB-BASED PROF 
SYSTEM. 

• DEVELOPING WEB-BASED INFORMA-

TIONAL GATHERING SYSTEMS 

• DEVELOPING REPORTS TO EXTRACT 
PROF-BASED DATA TO DEVELOP AN 
ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THE UNIT 
PLAN AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION 
REQUESTS. 
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Historically, more 
female than male 
students attend 
CRC, and this  
proportion has 
stayed relatively 
constant over time. 

T h i s  p a t t e r n , 
h o w e v e r ,  i s 
moderating a bit,  
mostly due to the 
fact that close to 
51% of incoming 
students between 
18 and 30 years 
of age are male.   

In addition to serving a 
student population that is 
ethnically diverse, the 
college also serves a student 
population that is socio- 
economically diverse. It is 
interesting to note that over 
55% of the CRC student 
population is classified  
below poverty or low-
income and  30% is 

cons idered “middle 
income.” 

The Department of Health 
and Human Services 
defines poverty level 
thresholds of varying 
amounts depending on 
the size of the household. 
A household of one 
person with an income  
less than $10,830 is 

CRC’s Proportion of  Students by Gender Holds Steady 

CRC Students Have Diverse Socio-economic Backgrounds 
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defined as  poverty 
leve l ,  w i t h  each 
add i t i ona l  per son 
adding approximately 
$3,750 to the poverty 
threshold.  

Low income status 
t h r e s h o l d s  a r e 
approximately 1.5 times 
the poverty level 
t h r e s h o l d s . 

• Low-income students 
often are not aware of 
support programs and 
services available on 
campus or they do not      
understand how they 
can benefit from this 
assistance; 

• Low-income students 
face difficulties with 
seeking and asking for 
help because they fear 
stigmatizing themselves; 
and 

• Low-income students are 
most likely to “fall 
through the cracks” 
when services lack   
centralization,         
coordination or        
adequate resources. 
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A student is determined to 
be “first generation” if 
neither of the student’s 
parents have  earned 
college degrees. CRC has 

the highest proportion of 
first generation students in 
the District. If first 
generation students were 

distributed evenly across the 
college, approximately 15 
students out of a class of 35 
would be first generation.  

CRC’s “First Generation” Student Population Continues to Increase  

CRC Students Getting Younger 

lower proportion of students 30 years 
or older. 

Currently, students under the age of 30 
comprise almost 60 percent of the 
College’s student population.    

The youngest student at the college this 
fall is 14 years old and the oldest 
student is 88 years  old.  

CRC serves the younger, “traditional” 
student population as well as  students who 
are older.  During fall 2009, the 
“traditional” CRC student population of 
students under the age of 25 comprised  
nearly 60% of the total student population.  

Compared to fall 2003, CRC has a slightly 
higher proportion of students between the 
ages of 21 through 29 years old, but has a 
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Research has indicated 
that students whose 
parents have no education 
beyond high school are 
significantly less likely to 
graduate than peers 
whose parents have at 
least a bachelor’s degree. 
Almost 30 percent of first-
generation students come 
from homes with annual 
family incomes under 
$25,000.  The financial 
burdens faced by some 
first-generation students 
tend to impair their 
“engagement,” academic 
and otherwise, once they 
get into college.    

2005 Freshman Survey 
UCLA Higher Education 
Research Institute. 
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attempted (note:  courses 
that were dropped before 
4th week census are not 
counted in the numerator 
or the denominator). The 
average CRC student 
course success rate of 
63.6% is not significantly  

CRC student success rates 
have been fairly stable over 
time.  Student success rates 
are calculated by taking the 
number of successfully 
completed courses and 
dividing them by the total 
n u m b e r  o f  c o u r s e s 

different than it was back in 
spring 2004. The student 
success rates in the district 
have ranged from 66% to 
68% during this time.  

CRC’s Student Success Rates Relatively Unchanged Cosumnes River College 
Research Office 
8401 Center Parkway 
Sacramento, CA 95823 
 

Phone: 916-691-7385 
Fax: 916-691-7375 
E-mail: brazilb@crc.losrios.edu 

For more information, please visit our 
Web Site at : 
www.crc.losrios.edu/Faculty_&_Staff/
Research_Office.htm 

R E S E A R C H  O F F I C E  

CRC’s Student Persistence Rates Increase 

services areas have improved the 
overall CRC student persistence 
rate to 61.6% in spring 2009 as 
compared to 56.3% in spring 
2004, an increase of 5.3%.  If this 
persistence rate is reflected      
uniformly across the campus,     

The student persistence rate is 
defined as the percentage of      
students who attend CRC during 
a given fall term who enroll in a 
class the subsequent spring term. 
Numerous efforts by the college 
in the instructional and student  

approximately 14 students in 
a fall class of 35 students will 
not return to the college in 
the spring. The persistence 
rates in the district have 
ranged from 58% to 61%  
during this time.  Page 4 

Research Quotes 
 
“Research is creating new 
knowledge.”  

Neil Armstrong  
 

“The outcome of any serious 
research is to create two 
questions where there before 
was one.” 

Thorstein Veblen 
 

“If we knew what we were 
doing, it wouldn’t be called 
research.” 

Albert Einstein 
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